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Form	of	penetrating	trauma	For	the	music	album,	see	Stab	Wounds.	Medical	conditionStab	woundAn	1833	depiction	of	Jereboam	O.	Beauchamp	stabbing	Solomon	P.	Sharp.SpecialtyEmergency	medicine,	Trauma	surgery	A	stab	wound	is	a	specific	form	of	penetrating	trauma	to	the	skin	that	results	from	a	knife	or	a	similar	pointed	object.[1][2][3][4]
While	stab	wounds	are	typically	known	to	be	caused	by	knives,	they	can	also	occur	from	a	variety	of	implements,	including	broken	bottles	and	ice	picks.	Most	stabbings	occur	because	of	intentional	violence	or	through	self-infliction.[5]	The	treatment	is	dependent	on	many	different	variables	such	as	the	anatomical	location	and	the	severity	of	the	injury.
Even	though	stab	wounds	are	inflicted	at	a	much	greater	rate	than	gunshot	wounds,	they	account	for	less	than	10%	of	all	penetrating	trauma	deaths.[citation	needed]	Stab	wounds	can	result	in	various	internal	and	external	injuries.	These	wounds	are	typically	caused	by	low-velocity	weapons,	meaning	the	damage	is	usually	confined	to	the	weapon's
path,	unlike	gunshot	wounds	which	often	affect	surrounding	tissues.[6]	The	abdomen	is	the	most	commonly	injured	area	in	cases	of	stab	wounds.	Interventions	that	may	be	needed	depending	on	severity	of	the	injury	include	airway,	intravenous	access,	and	control	of	hemorrhage.[5][7]	The	length	and	size	of	the	knife	blade,	as	well	as	its	trajectory,	are
critical	factors	in	assesssing	and	predicting	which	internal	structures	may	have	been	damaged.[1][3]	There	are	also	special	considerations	to	take	into	effect	as	given	the	nature	of	injuries,	there	is	a	higher	likelihood	that	persons	with	these	injuries	might	be	under	the	influence	of	drugs	which	can	make	it	harder	to	obtain	a	complete	medical	history.
[8]	Special	precautions	should	also	be	taken	to	prevent	further	injury	from	a	perpetrator	to	the	victim	in	a	hospital	setting.[9]	Similarly	to	treating	shock,	it	is	important	to	keep	the	systolic	pressure	above	90mmHg,	maintain	the	person's	core	body	temperature,	and	for	prompt	transport	to	a	trauma	center	in	severe	cases.[10][11]	To	determine	if
internal	bleeding	is	present	a	focused	assessment	with	sonography	(FAST)	or	diagnostic	peritoneal	lavage	(DPL)	can	be	used.	Other	diagnostic	tests	such	as	a	computed	tomography	scan	or	various	contrast	studies	can	be	used	to	more	definitively	classify	the	injury	in	both	severity	and	location.[12]	Local	wound	exploration	is	also	another	technique
that	may	be	utilized	to	determine	how	far	the	object	penetrated.[13]	Observation	can	be	used	in	place	of	surgery	as	it	can	substitute	an	unnecessary	surgery,	which	makes	it	the	preferred	treatment	of	penetrating	trauma	secondary	to	a	stab	wound	when	hypovolemia	or	shock	is	not	present.[14]	Laboratory	diagnostic	studies	such	as	a	hematocrit,
white	blood	cell	count	and	chemical	tests	such	as	liver	function	tests	can	also	help	to	determine	the	efficiency	of	care.[15]	Surgical	intervention	may	be	required,	but	it	depends	on	what	organ	systems	are	affected	by	the	wound	and	the	extent	of	the	damage.[3]	It	is	important	for	care	providers	to	thoroughly	check	the	wound	site	in	as	much	as	a
laceration	of	an	artery	often	results	in	delayed	complications	sometimes	leading	to	death.	In	cases	where	there	is	no	suspicion	of	bleeding	or	infection,	there	is	no	known	benefit	of	surgery	to	correct	any	present	injuries.[16]	Typically	a	surgeon	will	track	the	path	of	the	weapon	to	determine	the	anatomical	structures	that	were	damaged	and	repair	any
damage	they	deem	necessary.[17]	Surgical	packing	of	the	wounds	is	generally	not	the	favored	technique	to	control	bleeding	as	it	can	be	less	useful	than	fixing	the	directly	affected	organs.[18]	In	severe	cases	when	homeostasis	cannot	be	maintained	the	use	of	damage	control	surgery	may	be	utilized.[19]	Hilt	mark	left	from	a	knife	Stab	wounds	are	one
of	the	most	common	forms	of	penetrating	trauma	globally,	but	account	for	a	lower	mortality	compared	to	blunt	injuries	due	to	their	more	focused	impact	on	a	person.[16]	Stab	wounds	can	result	from	self-infliction,	accidental	nail	gun	injuries,[20][21]	and	stingray	injuries,[22]	however,	most	stab	wounds	are	caused	by	intentional	violence,	as	the
weapons	used	to	inflict	such	wounds	are	readily	available	compared	to	guns.[23]	Stabbings	are	a	relatively	common	cause	of	homicide	in	Canada[24]	and	the	United	States.[25]	Typically	death	from	stab	wounds	is	due	to	organ	failure	or	blood	loss.	They	are	the	mechanism	of	approximately	2%	of	suicides.[26]	In	Canada,	homicides	by	stabbing	and
gunshot	occur	relatively	equally	(1,008	to	980	for	the	years	2005	to	2009).[24]	In	the	United	States	guns	are	a	more	common	method	of	homicide	(9,484	versus	1,897	for	stabbing	or	cutting	in	2008).[25]	Stab	wounds	occur	four	times	more	than	gunshot	wounds	in	the	United	Kingdom,	but	the	mortality	rate	associated	with	stabbing	has	ranged	from	0–
4%	as	85%	of	injuries	sustained	from	stab	wounds	only	affect	subcutaneous	tissue.[7][9][27]	In	Belgium,	most	assaults	resulting	in	a	stab	wound	occur	to	and	by	men	and	persons	of	ethnic	minorities.[28]	Sharp	Instrument	Homicides	by	Selected	Countries[29]	Country	Sharp	Instrument	Homicides	Rate	per	100,000	people	%	Of	Homicides	Where
Sharp	Instrument	Is	Used	Year	of	Incidents	Canada	201	0.59	37%	2011	United	States	of	America	1589[30][31]	0.51	11%	2012	Scotland	26[32][33]	0.49	58%	2012/13	New	Zealand	15[34][35]	0.32	26%	2016	Australia	94[36][37]	0.43	2009	England	&	Wales	193[38][39]	0.34	39%	2012	South	Sudan	15	0.14	1%	2012	Egypt	514	0.65	19%	2011	South
Africa	6840	13.8	37%	2007	Bahamas	22	5.9	17%	2011	Dominican	Republic	567	5.53	25%	2012	Grenada	10	9.44	71%	2012	Jamaica	215	7.81	19%	2011	Saint	Vincent	and	the	Grenadines	11	10.08	44%	2010	Trinidad	and	Tobago	56	4.22	16%	2011	Belize	41	12.94	33%	2011	Costa	Rica	77	1.62	19%	2012	El	Salvador	545	8.65	21%	2012	Honduras	717
9.04	10%	2011	Nicaragua	377	6.48	48%	2010	Panama	111	2.92	17%	2012	Chile	204	1.18	32%	2011	Colombia	2054	4.31	14%	2011	Guyana	59	7.38	45%	2011	Uruguay	68	2.01	34%	2011	China	3487	0.26	26%	2010	Mongolia	93	3.4	35%	2011	Armenia	14	0.47	26%	2011	Azerbaijan	33	0.36	17%	2010	Cyprus	6	0.52	26%	2012	Bulgaria	49	0.67	35%	2012
Czech	Republic	40	0.38	47%	2011	Hungary	48	0.47	36%	2012	Finland	31	0.56	35%	2012	Iceland	1	0.30	100%	2012	Albania	30	0.95	19%	2011	Andorra	1	1.3	100%	2010	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	4	0.10	8%	2010	Croatia	19	0.44	37%	2012	Italy	159	0.27	27%	2009	Malta	3	0.70	25%	2012	Montenegro	2	0.38	14%	2011	Serbia	19	0.20	17%	2012	Slovenia
6	0.30	43%	2012	Spain	142	0.31	39%	2012	Macedonia	2	0.10	7%	2011	Austria	27	0.30	39%	2011	Luxembourg	2	0.40	50%	2011	Switzerland	13	0.17	28%	2011	Some	of	the	first	principles	of	wound	care	come	from	Hippocrates	who	promoted	keeping	wounds	dry	except	for	irrigation.[40]	Guy	de	Chauliac	would	promote	removal	of	foreign	bodies,
rejoining	of	severed	tissues,	maintenance	of	tissue	continuity,	preservation	of	organ	substance,	and	prevention	of	complications.[40]	The	first	successful	operation	on	a	person	who	was	stabbed	in	the	heart	was	performed	in	1896	by	Ludwig	Rehn,	in	what	is	now	considered	the	first	case	of	heart	surgery.[41]	In	the	late	1800s	it	was	hard	to	treat	stab
wounds	because	of	poor	transportation	of	victims	to	health	facilities	and	the	low	ability	for	surgeons	to	effectively	repair	organs.	However,	the	use	of	laparotomy,	which	has	been	developed	a	few	years	earlier,	had	provided	better	patient	outcomes	than	had	been	seen	before.[42]	After	its	inception,	the	use	of	exploratory	laparotomies	was	highly
encouraged	for	"all	deep	stab	wounds"	in	which	surgeons	were	to	stop	active	bleeding,	repair	damage,	and	remove	"devitalized	tissues".[43]	Because	laparotomies	were	seen	to	benefit	patients,	they	were	used	on	most	every	person	with	an	abdominal	stab	wound	until	the	1960s	when	doctors	were	encouraged	to	use	them	more	selectivity	in	favor	of
observation.[44]	During	the	Korean	War,	a	greater	emphasis	was	put	on	the	use	of	pressure	dressings	and	tourniquets	to	initially	control	bleeding.[40]	Ballistic	trauma	^	a	b	Marx.	2014.	p.	460.	^	Taber,	Clarence	Wilbur;	Venes,	Donald	(2009).	Taber's	cyclopedic	medical	dictionary.	F	a	Davis	Co.	p.	2189.	ISBN	978-0-8036-1559-5.	^	a	b	c	Mankin	SL
(September	1998).	"Emergency!	Stab	wound".	The	American	Journal	of	Nursing.	98	(9):	49.	doi:10.2307/3471869.	JSTOR	3471869.	PMID	9739749.	^	Abdullah	F,	Nuernberg	A,	Rabinovici	R	(January	2003).	"Self-inflicted	abdominal	stab	wounds".	Injury.	34	(1):	35–9.	doi:10.1016/s0020-1383(02)00084-0.	PMID	12531375.	^	a	b	Sugrue	M,	Balogh	Z,
Lynch	J,	Bardsley	J,	Sisson	G,	Weigelt	J	(August	2007).	"Guidelines	for	the	management	of	haemodynamically	stable	patients	with	stab	wounds	to	the	anterior	abdomen".	ANZ	Journal	of	Surgery.	77	(8):	614–20.	doi:10.1111/j.1445-2197.2007.04173.x.	PMID	17635271.	S2CID	71976611.	^	Christopher	McLean;	Jonathan	Hull	(June	2006).	"Missile	and
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emergency	medicine	:	concepts	and	clinical	practice	(8th	ed.).	Philadelphia,	PA:	Elsevier/Saunders.	pp.	Chapter.	ISBN	978-1455706051.	Retrieved	from	"	Augustus,	Nerva,	Marcus	Aurelius,	Commodus,	and	Domitian	might	be	the	first	names	that	come	to	mind	when	the	subject	of	Roman	Emperors	comes	up.	But	there	are	other	brave	men	and	military
commanders	that	rose	to	the	throne.	One	of	such	men	was	Tiberius,	the	Second	Roman	emperor	whose	reign	lasted	from	14	AD	to	37	AD.	Born	Tiberius	Claudius	Nero,	this	Roman	emperor	was	the	adopted	son	and	stepson	of	Augustus,	Rome’s	first	emperor.	Tiberius	was	an	astute	military	commander	who	at	just	the	age	of	22	helped	Rome	to	bring
back	the	revered	Roman	legionary	standards.	And	upon	succeeding	Augustus	as	emperor,	Tiberius	began	his	23-year	reign	with	a	host	of	reforms,	which	were	then	marred	by	his	increasing	use	of	violence	and	tyranny	against	his	opponents	towards	the	latter	period	of	his	reign.	What	else	was	Emperor	Tiberius	most	known	for?	Why	was	he	such	an
important	figure	in	history?	Finally,	what	were	some	of	his	major	contributions	to	the	Roman	Empire	and	the	world	at	the	time?	WHE	presents	the	life,	family	history,	and	7	major	achievements	of	Tiberius	–	Rome’s	second	emperor.	Quick	facts	about	Emperor	Tiberius	Roman	Emperor	Tiberius	is	famed	for	conquering	Pannonia,	Dalmatia,	Raetia	and
parts	of	Germania	during	his	lifetime.	He	was	a	member	of	the	famous	“Julio-Claudian	dynasty”.	Names:	Tiberius	Julius	Caesar	Augustus;	Tiberius	Claudius	Nero	Caesar	Augustus,	Tiberius	Claudius	Nero	Date	of	birth:	November	16,	42	BC	Place	of	birth:	Palatine	Hill,	Rome	Died:	March	16,	37	AD	Place	of	death:	Island	of	Capri,	near	Naples,	Italy
Cause	of	death:	Assassination	Buried:	Mausoleum	of	Augustus,	Rome	Religion:	Ancient	Roman	religion	Father:	Tiberius	Claudius	Nero	Mother:	Livia	Drusilla	Siblings:	Nero	Claudius	Spouses:	Julia	the	Elder	(11-2	BC);	Vipsania	Agrippina	(19-11	BC)	Children:	Drusus	Julius	Caesar	(14	BC	–	23	AD),	Tiberillus	Reign:	17	September,	14	AD	–	16	March	37
AD	Predecessor:	Augustus	Successor:	Caligula	Dynasty:	Julio-Claudian	Birth	and	parents	Tiberius	was	born	in	42	BC	to	parents	–	Tiberius	Claudius	Nero	and	Livia	Drusilla.	His	father,	a	high	priest	and	magistrate,	wielded	considerable	influence	in	Rome.	Tiberius’	father	also	served	as	a	captain	for	Roman	dictator	and	general,	Julius	Caesar.	Tiberius’s
mother,	Livia	Drusilla,	on	the	other	hand	is	said	to	have	given	birth	to	Tiberius	around	the	age	of	13	or	14.	Livia	was	the	cousin	of	Tiberius’s	father.	Life	in	exile	in	Sicily	and	Greece	The	events	that	followed	the	assassination	of	Rome’s	celebrated	statesman	and	general,	Julius	Caesar,	in	44	BC	resulted	in	a	power	struggle	between	Caesar’s	ally	Mark
Antony	and	Augustus,	Caesar’s	heir.	Tiberius’	family	cast	their	lot	with	Antony.	After	Antony	and	his	love	flame	Queen	Cleopatra	of	Egypt	defeated	at	the	Battle	of	Alexandria	(also	known	as	the	Battle	of	Actium)	in	31	BC,	Augustus	became	the	undisputed	leader	of	Rome.	Owing	to	their	support	of	Antony,	the	Tiberius	family	were	forced	to	go	into	exile
abroad	–	first	to	Sicily	and	then	later	to	Greece.	How	Augustus	forcefully	married	Tiberius’	mother	Tiberius’s	mother,	Livia	Drusilla,	was	forced	by	Augustus	to	divorce	her	husband	and	then	marry	the	future	emperor	in	38	BC..	|	Image:	Tiberius	and	his	mother	Livia,	AD	14–19,	from	Paestum,	National	Archaeological	Museum	of	Spain,	Madrid
Following	his	inheritance	of	Caesar’s	estates	and	position	in	Rome,	Augustus	in	effect	became	a	kind	of	emperor	in	Rome,	although	he	still	did	not	have	the	official	title	yet.	Around	39	BC,	he	used	his	influence	to	force	the	elder	Tiberius	to	divorce	his	pregnant	wife,	Livia	Drusilla.	Augustus	then	parted	ways	with	his	own	wife,	who	at	the	time	many
believed	was	pregnant	as	well,	in	order	to	marry	Livia,	Tiberius’	mother.	Education	and	training	Tiberius	lived	with	his	father	and	younger	brother	Drusus	until	his	father’s	death	in	33	BC,	at	which	point	the	two	boys	went	to	live	with	Augustus	in	Rome.	Tiberius	grew	up	with	Augustus’	daughter,	Julia,	whom	he	ultimately	married	in	11	BC	after
divorcing	his	first	wife,	Vispsania	Agrippina.		More	on	this	below.	In	Rome,	Tiberius,	his	brother	Drusus,	and	his	cousin	Marcus	Claudius	Marcellus	were	given	the	best	of	civil	and	military	education.	The	three	boys	were	carefully	prepared	to	one	day	succeed	Augustus	as	emperor	of	Rome.	They	received	instruction	in	subjects	mainly	in	natural
philosophy,	diplomacy	and	rhetoric.	Being	the	oldest	among	the	three,	Tiberius	was	given	the	chance	to	ride	with	Augustus	in	a	magnificent	procession	following	Augustus’	victory	over	his	rival	Mark	Antony	in	30	BC.	A	bit	reserved,	Tiberius	was	still	able	to	carry	himself	properly	in	many	state	occasions,	considering	the	fact	that	he	had	been
instructed	by	the	best	tutors	from	around	the	Empire.	The	teenaged	Tiberius	was	allowed	to	sit	with	Augustus	during	ceremonies	that	saw	important	political	figures	and	kings	from	all	over	the	empire	participate.	Emperor	Augustus	arm-twisted	Tiberius’s	father	into	leaving	Tiberius’s	mother,	Livia.	|	Image:	A	bust	of	Augustus	as	a	younger	Octavian,
dated	ca.	30	BC.	Capitoline	Museums,	Rome	Growing	up,	Tiberius	did	not	really	see	himself	becoming	an	emperor	one	day.	What	he	aspired	to	be	was	to	be	a	very	competent	general,	and	perhaps	later	occupy	a	high-ranking	government	position	in	Rome.	He	and	his	stepfather	Augustus	went	to	many	parts	of	the	empire	on	official	business,	including
one	time	in	the	year	27	BC	when	they	went	to	Gaul	to	inspect	an	outpost.	At	age	17,	Tiberius	was	appointed	to	the	position	of	quaestor,	a	kind	of	ordinary	magistrate	office	that	allowed	him	to	lead	the	imperial	council	and	respond	to	people’s	petitions.	He	was	also	allowed	to	be	elected	a	praetor	(an	elected	magistrate)	and	consul	(a	chief	magistrate)
even	though	he	was	way	below	the	minimum	age	required	by	law.	He	also	gained	further	political	experience	as	an	advocate	in	the	court.	Read	More:	10	Greatest	Achievements	of	Augustus,	the	first	Roman	Emperor	Marriage	to	Vipsania	Agrippina	Vipsania	Agrippina	was	the	daughter	of	Marcus	Agrippa,	a	son-in-law	of	Augustus.	Agrippa	was	a	friend
of	Augustus	and	Roman	general	who	was	at	one	point	designated	as	the	heir	to	Augustus.	Image:	Tiberius’	first	wife,	Vipsania	By	Vipsania	Agrippina,	Tiberius	gave	birth	to	a	son	called	Drusus	Julius	Caesar.	It’s	said	that	he	married	Vipsania	in	19	BC.	The	marriage	lasted	until	11	BC	when	Augustus	forced	Tiberius	to	divorce	Vipsania	and	marry	Julia
the	Elder,	Augustus’s	recently	widowed	daughter.	A	couple	of	years	after	his	divorce	from	Vipsania,	Tiberius	bumped	into	her	at	the	home	of	a	Roman	Senator	that	Augustus	had	forced	Vipsania	to	marry.	It’s	been	said	that	the	future-emperor	was	extremely	shaken	from	that	particular	encounter	and	then	begged	for	forgiveness.	When	news	of	this
event	reached	Augustus,	the	emperor	made	sure	that	the	two	former	lovers	never	met	again.	Marriage	to	Livia	Julia	the	Elder	Tiberius	married	his	stepsister	Julia,	the	widow	of	Agrippa	and	daughter	of	Emperor	Augustus.	The	marriage	was	initially	a	reasonably	happy	one;	however,	things	went	downhill	pretty	fast,	as	rumors	of	Julia’s	extramarital
affairs	came	to	the	fore.	Image:	Bust	of	Julia	the	Elder	(Musée	Saint-Raymond)	The	marriage	was	rocked	by	scandals	after	scandals.	It	was	rumored	that	Julia	had	given	up	on	Tiberius	and	began	having	numerous	extramarital	affairs.	Apart	from	the	political	damage	those	affairs	inflicted	upon	Tiberius	and	Augustus,	Tiberius	was	not	one	bit	perturbed
by	Julia’s	infidelity.	The	marriage	to	begin	with	was	one	that	was	imposed	on	Tiberius.	Perhaps	this	explains	why	the	marriage	was	childless	and	anything	but	an	unhappy	one.	After	gathering	enough	evidence	of	Julia’s	numerous	affairs,	her	mother-in-law	and	stepmother	Livia	presented	those	proofs	to	Augustus.	Though	he	was	angry,	the	emperor
could	not	bring	himself	to	execute	his	beloved	daughter.	Therefore,	Augustus	exiled	Julia	to	the	island	of	Pandateria.	Self-imposed	exile	Withdrew	from	the	political	affairs	in	Rome	and	went	into	a	self-imposed	exile	on	the	island	of	Rhodes	in	6	BC.	Latin	historian	and	politician	Publius	Cornelius	Tacitus	(simply	known	as	Tacitus)	described	this	period
of	Tiberius’s	retirement	from	politics	as	Tiberius’	intima	causa.	After	receiving	the	position	of	tribune	in	6	BC,	he	went	into	exile	on	the	island	of	Rhodes.	Perhaps	he	wanted	a	breather	from	his	very	unhappy	wife	Julia,	whose	promiscuous	lifestyle	had	become	the	talk	of	the	town.		It	was	also	said	that	Tiberius	was	unhappy	in	spite	of	all	the	successes
he	had	garnered	on	his	various	military	campaigns	against	Germania.	There	were	some	who	speculated	that	Tiberius	felt	that	he	could	take	a	breather	from	all	the	politics	in	Rome	as	Augustus	had	adopted	his	grandchildren	Gaius	and	Lucius	Caesar.	Tiberius	is	said	to	have	taken	this	hiatus	from	politics	despite	the	desperate	pleas	from	Emperor
Augustus,	who	at	the	time	feared	that	Tiberius	absence	could	jeopardize	the	peaceful	transfer	power	as	his	two	other	heirs	–	Gaius	and	Lucius	–	were	not	old	enough.	It	was	during	his	time	in	exile	that	he	is	said	to	have	developed	a	hedonistic	lifestyle.	This	future	Roman	emperor	became	obsessed	with	many	immoral	and	perverse	activities.	With
Augustus	still	sour	over	Tiberius	self-imposed	exile,	Tiberius	could	not	go	back	to	Rome	without	Augustus’	approval.	Therefore,	he	spent	about	a	decade	on	the	island	of	Rhodes.	Tiberius’s	rise	to	the	throne	During	Tiberius’s	exile,	Augustus	considered	picking	all	three	sons	of	Julia	as	his	heirs.	However,	a	series	of	misfortunes	forced	Augustus	to	stick
with	Tiberius.	Agrippa	Postumus,	one	of	the	sons	of	Julia,	fell	out	with	the	emperor	and	was	immediately	shipped	off	to	live	with	his	mother	in	exile	in	Painosa.	The	two	other	boys,	Gaius	and	Lucius,	died	at	a	young	age.	Following	the	deaths	of	Augustus’s	grandchildren,	Tiberius	was	given	permission	to	return	to	Rome.	Augustus	had	no	other	choice
than	to	adopt	Tiberius	as	a	son	and	make	him	his	heir.	The	untimely	deaths	of	two	of	Emperor	Augustus’s	grandsons	and	heirs	–	Gaius	Caesar	and	Lucius	Caesar	in	AD	4	and	AD	2	respectively	–	made	Tiberius	the	undisputed	favorite	to	succeed	Augustus	as	emperor	of	Rome.	Augustus	had	no	choice	than	to	let	Tiberius	return	to	Rome.	Image	(L-R):
Brothers	Gaius	Caesar	and	Lucius	Caesar	Tiberius’s	rise	in	reputation	and	prominence	allowed	him	to	take	charge	of	the	Roman	army	that	defeated	Arminius	at	the	Battle	of	the	Teutoburg	Forest	in	9	AD.	Steadily,	he	began	to	perform	many	of	the	official	functions	on	behalf	of	Augustus,	whose	health	at	the	time	was	dwindling.	In	13	AD,	Tiberius	was
made	a	kind	of	co-emperor,	i.e.	co-Princeps	with	Augustus.	This	was	done	to	prevent	a	succession	crisis	in	the	event	of	the	death	of	Augustus.	On	August	19,	14	AD,	Emperor	Augustus	passed	away	of	natural	causes.	The	deceased	75-year-old	emperor	was	succeeded	to	the	throne	by	Tiberius,	who	at	the	time	was	54	years	old.	Emperor	Tiberius’s	reign
As	it	was	typical	of	any	new	emperor,	Tiberius	began	his	reign	by	take	measures	to	consolidate	his	new	position,	often	times	resorting	to	the	use	of	violence	to	quell	dissenting	politicians.	For	example,	it	was	alleged	that	Tiberius	had	a	hand	in	the	murder	of	Postumus	in	14	AD.	Barring	those	few	cases	where	he	used	violence,	his	first	few	years	on	the
throne	was	said	to	be	a	very	moderate	affair.	The	policies	he	introduced	were	not	draconian.	On	the	foreign	front,	he	did	not	pursue	massive	expansionist	policy.	However,	he	was	quick	to	quell	any	form	of	rebellion	within	the	boundaries	of	the	empire.	Often	times,	he	used	brutal	means	to	suppress	those	rebellions.	This	was	to	serve	as	a	deterrent	to
anyone	thinking	of	fermenting	trouble	in	the	empire.	A	minor	blip	in	his	early	reign	came	when	he	expelled	all	Jews	from	Rome	under	the	pretext	that	the	Jewish	community	was	a	bunch	of	thieving	businessmen.	During	his	reign	the	number	of	“delation”	cases	skyrocketed.	The	term	delation	refers	to	the	practice	where	any	citizen	of	Rome	could	act	as
a	prosecutor.	Should	the	accused	be	convicted,	the	prosecutor	was	entitled	to	a	share	of	the	penalties	that	the	convict	paid.	The	remaining	portion	of	the	penalty	went	to	the	state.	Often	times,	many	of	those	volunteer	prosecutors	(delatores)	fabricated	stories	in	order	to	secure	a	guilty	verdict	for	the	accused.	The	frequent	nature	of	delation	brought
in	quite	a	lot	of	money	to	the	imperial	treasury.	Read	More:	5	Absolutely	Bad	Roman	Emperors	The	onset	of	Tiberius’	reign	of	terror	After	the	loss	of	his	son,	Drasus,	in	23	AD,	Tiberius	became	less	interested	in	running	the	empire,	instead	delegated	many	of	his	duties	to	Lucius	Aelius	Sejanus,	a	close	associate	of	the	emperor.	His	two	designated	heirs
–	his	nephew	Germanicus	and	his	son	Drusus	–	had	died,	leaving	Tiberius	undecided	about	who	his	successor	would	be.	In	26	AD,	the	emperor	took	a	break	from	politics	and	retired	temporarily	to	his	imperial	villa	on	the	island	of	Capri,	just	off	the	coast	of	Campania.	Tiberius	lost	his	son,	Drasus,	in	23	AD.	Image:	Drusus	Julius	Caesar	(14	BC	–	14
September	AD	23),	was	the	son	of	Emperor	Tiberius,	Beginning	around	the	final	decade	of	his	reign,	his	leadership	is	said	to	have	taken	a	huge	turn	for	the	worse	as	he	became	very	tyrannical.	Historians	believe	that	this	change	had	to	do	with	his	deteriorating	physical	looks.	The	emperor,	who	was	never	the	handsomest	of	individuals	in	Rome,	had
started	to	have	very	bad	skin	irritations,	with	sore	appearing	all	over	his	skin.	To	make	matters	worse,	the	irritations	had	pus	in	them,	causing	the	emperor	a	lot	of	pain.	It	was	out	of	this	pain	that	the	emperor’s	reign	descended	into	a	brutal	one.	Tiberius	spent	a	great	deal	of	resources	building	new	prisons	and	torture	chambers	as	he	found	new	ways
of	inflicting	misery	on	thousands	of	people.	For	some	strange	reason,	Tiberius	took	immense	joy	in	torturing	and	executing	people	randomly.	This	period	also	saw	Tiberius	spend	quite	a	lot	of	his	time	pursuing	deranged	sexual	orgies.	A	different	account	states	that	Tiberius	rather	lived	a	conscientious	lifestyle	in	Capri,	advancing	his	knowledge	in
philosophy	and	rhetoric.	His	reign	of	terror	created	an	imperial	autocracy	His	reign	of	terror	also	included	going	after	persons	accused,	whether	rightly	or	falsely,	of	murdering	his	son,	Drusus.	It	was	alleged	that	Drusus	was	killed	by	agents	of	praetorian	prefects	Sejanus,	who	connived	with	Drusus’s	own	wife	Livilla.	Tiberius	is	believed	to	have	put
many	Senators	and	leading	politicians	of	Rome	on	charges	of	treason,	some	of	which	were	absolute	fabrications.	As	a	result	those	moves	by	Tiberius,	the	Senate	became	a	body	that	was	completely	under	the	control	of	Roman	emperors	rather	than	being	a	partner	to	the	Imperial	crown	as	hoped	for	by	Rome’s	first	emperor,	Augustus.	In	other	words,
Tiberius	ushered	in	a	political	system	that	prevented	the	Senate	from	going	against	Roman	emperors.	This	was	very	much	evident	during	the	reigns	of	Tiberius’	successors,	Caligula	and	Nero,	who	in	effect	were	absolute	kings.	Tiberius	is	infamous	for	beginning	a	system	whereby	any	kind	of	dissent	against	the	Emperor	could	be	seen	as	treason	or
‘crime	of	majestas’	(“a	crime	committed	against	the	Roman	people	or	against	their	safety”).	Such	were	the	ridiculousness	of	those	treason	laws	that	defacing	the	Roman	coin	could	be	misconstrued	as	treason.	Out	went	debate	and	the	little	free	speech	that	Rome	once	had,	and	in	came	censorship,	spying	and	abuses	of	all	kinds	on	the	citizenry.	Read
More:	4	Heinous	Crimes	Committed	by	Emperor	Nero,	the	5th	Roman	Emperor	Tiberius	and	Sejanus	For	about	a	decade	and	a	half	Sejanus	was	the	Praetorian	Prefect,	the	prefect	of	the	Roman	imperial	bodyguard.	Image:	Lucius	Aelius	Seianus	(3	June	20	BC	–	18	October	AD	31).	Sejanus	is	arrested,	an	etching	by	G.	Mochetti	after	drawing	by
Bartolomeo	Pinelli	His	delegation	of	many	official	duties	to	Sejanus,	the	Praetorian	Prefect,	resulted	in	him	losing	real	power.	At	some	point	in	time,	Tiberius	was	only	emperor	by	name,	as	Sejanus	and	the	Praetorian	Guard	appeared	to	have	all	the	power	in	Rome.	This	situation	further	placed	a	huge	strain	on	the	already	disoriented	mind	of	the
emperor,	who	had	grown	very	fearful	of	Sejanus	and	the	power	base	that	the	Praetorian	Guard	had	built	in	Rome.	A	man	that	Tiberius	had	once	described	as	“Socius	Laborum”	(“partner	of	my	labors”),	Sejanus	had	started	aligning	himself	with	the	Julian	family	in	an	attempt	to	sideline	or	even	worse	depose	Tiberius.	It	was	also	alleged	that	Sejanus
had	a	hand	in	the	deaths	of	two	of	Tiberius’s	grandnephews	–	Nero	Julius	Caesar	and	Drusus	Caesar	–	and	their	mother	Agrippina	the	Elder.	In	an	expertly	crafted	maneuver,	Tiberius	successfully	convinced	the	Senate	to	denounce	Sejanus	and	then	after	a	trial	was	sentenced	to	death	for	treason	in	31	AD.	Following	the	execution	of	Sejanus,	Naevius
Sutorius	Macro	was	appointed	Praetorian	Guard.	Tiberius’	problem	of	finding	a	successor	In	his	final	few	years	on	the	throne,	he	had	grown	very	concerned	about	his	pick	for	successor.	There	was	no	clear-cut	individual	who	wielded	enough	claim	to	be	fill	the	position.	The	choice	was	between	his	grand-nephew	Gaius	Caesar	and	his	grandson	Tiberius
Gemellus.	After	a	careful	thought,	he	chose	Gaius	Caesar,	a	rising	military	commander	and	one	who	had	the	respect	of	the	Roman	legions.	Gaius	was	the	son	of	Germanicus	and	Agrippina	the	Elder,	the	granddaughter	of	Augustus.	Gaius	Caesar	commonly	went	by	Caligula,	a	nickname	that	he	had	received	from	the	Roman	legions.	Tiberius	picked	his
grand-nephew	Caligula,	who	was	also	the	great-grandson	of	Emperor	Augustus,	as	his	heir.	How	did	Tiberius	die?	Tiberius	fell	ill	and	ultimately	into	a	coma	after	a	ceremonial	game	in	37	AD.	His	doctors	gave	him	a	grim	outlook,	as	everyone	expected	the	emperor	to	die	in	a	few	weeks.	Therefore,	Caligula,	Tiberius	successor,	was	invited	to	Rome.	And
just	as	it	appeared	as	if	Caligula	was	about	to	become	emperor,	Tiberius	made	an	unexpected	recovery.	Caligula,	who	had	the	full	backing	of	the	Praetorian	Guard,	was	disappointed	with	Tiberius’s	recovery.	It’s	been	stated	that	Caligula	connived	with	Macro,	the	Praetorian	commander,	to	carry	out	the	assassination	of	Tiberius.	The	frail	emperor	was
murdered	in	his	bed.	According	to	one	rumor,	Caligula	ordered	the	poisoning	of	Emperor	Tiberius,	who	was	then	smothered	with	a	pillow.	Emperor	Tiberius	passed	away	on	March	16,	37	AD	in	Misenum	(present-day	Miseno	in	the	Italian	Province	of	Naples).	He	died	just	a	few	months	before	his	78th	birthday.	His	body	was	cremated	and	then	his
ashes	laid	to	rest	in	the	Mausoleum	of	Augustus.	He	was	given	a	funeral	befitting	his	position.	7	Major	achievements	of	Emperor	Tiberius	Tiberius	was	astute	diplomat	and	general.	During	his	military	career,	he	conquered	Pannonia,	Dalmatia,	Raetia,	and	parts	of	Germania	|	Image:	marble	portrait	bust	of	Tiberius	in	the	Carlsberg	Glyptotek,
Copenhagen	During	his	reign	between	17	September,	14	–	16	March	37,	Emperor	Tiberius	was	able	to	accomplish	a	lot	of	outstanding	things,	especially	in	the	first	half	of	his	reign.	Some	of	his	major	life	accomplishments	are	as	follows:	Crushed	the	Great	Illyrian	Revolt	(6	AD	–	9	AD)	Beginning	around	6	AD,	Emperor	Augustus	had	to	quickly	dispatch
Roman	troops,	under	the	leadership	of	Tiberius	and	Germanicus,	to	quell	a	rebellion	started	by	the	Pannonians	and	the	Dalmatians.	Both	of	those	provinces	were	supported	by	a	number	of	Illyrian	tribes	in	the	region.	In	what	historians	like	to	call	the	Great	Illyrian	Revolt,	Tiberius	and	his	nephew	Germanicus	spent	about	four	years	crushing	the	fierce
rebellion,	which	was	led	by	Bato	the	Daesitiate,	a	powerful	chieftain	of	the	Daesitiatae.	Following	the	victory,	the	province	of	Illyricum	was	dissolved	and	their	lands	were	split	among	the	new	provinces	of	Pannonia	in	the	north	and	Dalmatia	in	the	south.	Tiberius	led	Roman	troops,	which	included	his	nephew	Germanicus	Julius	Caesar	(15	BC	–	19	AD),
to	victory	in	the	Great	Illyrian	Revolt.	To	the	Romans	the	revolt	was	known	as	the	Batonian	War	(Bellum	Batonianum),	named	after	the	leaders	of	the	revolt,	Bato	the	Breucian	and	Bato	the	Daesitiate.	Image:	A	bust	of	the	adopted	son	of	Tiberius,	Germanicus,	from	the	Louvre,	Paris	Secured	the	empire’s	northern	frontier	by	temporary	defeating	parts
of	Germania	In	6	BC,	Tiberius	was	involved	in	a	fierce	military	campaign	in	some	part	of	Germania.	The	goal	was	to	secure	the	empire’s	northern	frontier.	This	future-emperor	is	famed	for	leading	a	double	envelopment	(i.e.	the	pincer	movement)	against	the	Marcomanni,	a	group	of	powerful	Germanic	people	north	of	the	Danube	River.	He	marched	his
legions	through	Quadi	territory	from	the	east,	while	General	Gaius	Sentius	Saturninus	attacked	the	west.		The	campaign	in	Germania,	which	lasted	between	6	BC	and	1	BC,	was	a	big	success	for	Tiberius.	Recaptured	the	Roman	standards	from	the	Parthian	Empire	Around	the	age	of	22,	Tiberius	was	skilled	enough	to	go	on	a	military	expedition	with
General	Marcus	Vipsanius	Agrippa,	Augustus’s	son-in-law	to	bring	back	lost	Roman	standards	from	the	Parthian	Empire.	The	Roman	standards	of	the	legions	had	been	lost	(at	the	Battle	of	Carrhae	in	53	BC)	by	Roman	general	and	statesman	Marcus	Licinius	Crassus	in	a	disastrous	campaign	in	Syria	against	the	Parthian	Empire.	The	presence	of	troops
under	the	leadership	of	Tiberius	was	able	to	convert	Armenia	into	a	client	state	of	the	Empire,	thereby	putting	enough	buffer	zone	between	the	Parthian	Empire	and	the	Roman	Empire.	Did	you	know:	The	campaign	to	recover	the	Roman	legiions	standards	was	Tiberius	first	military	command.	The	22-year-old	young	general	distinguished	himself
brilliantly	during	the	campaign?	Led	Roman	troops	to	conquer	Raetia	Following	his	elevation	to	the	position	of	praetor	(an	elected	magistrate	of	the	Roman	Empire),	Tiberius	was	dispatched	to	the	western	boundary	of	the	Empire	to	shore	up	support	for	his	brother	who	was	by	then	campaigning	against	a	number	of	tribes	in	the	region	(what	is	now
Languedoc	and	Provence,	in	southern	France).		Tiberius	courageously	led	his	troops	against	Germanic	tribes	in	the	Alps	and	moved	all	the	way	to	Raetia.	His	campaigns,	combined	with	that	of	his	brother’s,	in	that	region	allowed	the	empire	to	secure	its	borders	and	to	gain	greater	control	of	the	Alps.	Dispatched	to	Pannonia	on	the	Adriatic	Sea	Shortly
after	his	return	from	Raetia,	he	was	appointed	to	the	position	of	consul.	The	death	of	Agrippa,	Augustus’s	son-in-law	and	heir,	meant	that	Tiberius	and	his	brother	Drusus	moved	up	the	line	of	succession	to	the	throne.	This	was	further	confirmed	by	the	forced	marriage	between	Tiberius	and	Julia,	Agrippa’s	widow	and	beloved	daughter	of	Emperor
Augustus.	Tiberius	as	military	commander	had	the	ability	to	move	into	areas	that	were	rife	with	rebellion	and	restore	order	and	trust	in	the	people.	He	was	praised	for	showing	tremendous	concern	for	this	men.	Received	a	Roman	triumph	–	an	ancient	roman	honor	A	few	years	before	ascending	to	the	throne,	Tiberius	was	given	the	highest	honor	any
Roman	general	could	receive.	He	was	given	the	Roman	triumph	by	the	Senate.	The	triumph,	known	in	Latin	as	“Io	triumphe”,	is	given	to	generals	that	had	distinguished	themselves	brilliantly	by	winning	a	major	land	or	sea	battle	as	well	as	killing	at	least	5,000	of	the	enemy’s	troops	or	ending	the	war.	During	the	ceremony,	a	procession	was	organized
by	the	Senate,	which	saw	Tiberius	don	a	royal	purple	and	gold	tunic	gown.	He	held	a	laurel	branch	in	his	right	and	an	ivory	scepter	in	his	left.			He	left	the	imperial	treasury	with	a	lot	of	money	At	the	time	of	Emperor	Tiberius’s	death	in	37	AD,	the	imperial	treasury	had	about	3	billion	sesterces,	which	was	about	twenty	times	the	amount	of	money	that
the	treasury	had	had	at	the	start	of	Tiberius’	reign	in	14	BC.	Image:	Denarius	of	the	Emperor	Tiberius,	commonly	referred	to	as	the	Tribute	Penny.	It’s	been	stated	that	Tiberius’s	reign	was	quite	good	for	Rome	in	terms	of	its	finances	as	the	imperial	treasury	had	20	times	more	money	at	the	time	of	his	death	than	when	Tiberius	ascended	to	the	throne.
Sadly	majority	of	those	reserves	were	squandered	by	his	successor	Caligula,	who	had	quite	a	thing	for	building	spectacular	buildings.	He	also	could	save	a	lot	as	he	preferred	strengthening	the	empire’s	frontiers	instead	of	expansion.	Another	thing	worth	mentioning	is	that	Tiberius’s	reign	saw	the	growth	of	the	Roman	navy.	This	navy	complemented
very	well	the	might	of	the	Roman	legions	during	campaigns	abroad.	Even	though	the	military	might	of	Rome	was	very	high,	Tiberius	chose	not	to	engage	in	huge	military	campaigns	and	foreign	conquest.	Rather	he	chose	diplomacy	and	sometimes	used	coercion	and	threats	in	his	foreign	policy.	Tiberius	was	described	as	a	skilled	administrator	who	did
a	lot	in	maintaining	the	positive	legacy	of	his	predecessor,	Emperor	Augustus.	However,	he	was	financially	disciplined	enough	to	end	the	unnecessary	spending	that	had	characterized	Augustus’	reign.	Tiberius’s	reign	also	witnessed	the	drastic	fall	of	corruption.	Read	More:	Top	10	Roman	Emperors	and	Their	Accomplishments	More	Emperor	Tiberius
facts	Here	are	12	other	important	facts	about	Emperor	Tiberius,	Rome’s	second	Emperor.	Tiberius	was	a	member	of	the	Julio-Claudian	dynasty	that	had	five	Roman	emperors	–	Augustus,	Tiberius,	Caligula,	Claudius,	and	Nero.	The	dynasty,	which	was	founded	by	Augustus	in	27	BC,	lasted	until	68	AD,	when	Emperor	Nero	committed	suicide.	Both	his
mother	and	father	were	said	to	have	hailed	from	the	highly	influential	patrician	family	called	the	gens	Claudia.	Tiberius’s	mother,	Livia	Drusilla,	was	a	member	of	the	Livii	family,	an	influential	dynasty	of	ancient	Rome	that	could	boast	of	having	produced	many	consuls,	censors,	and	a	dictator	for	the	Republic.	His	father	died	when	he	was	9	years	old.
Tiberius’s	brother,	Drusus,	died	in	9	BC	after	falling	from	his	horse	during	a	campaign	in	Germany	His	second	wife,	Julia,	was	widowed	twice.	Julia’s	first	husband	was	Marcellus	and	her	second	was	Agrippa,	the	father	of	Tiberius’s	first	wife,	Vipsania.	Augustus	then	remarried	Vipsania	to	a	senator.	The	emperor	also	barred	Tiberius	from	ever	reaching
out	to	her.	He	was	forced	by	Augustus	into	marrying	Julia	in	11	BC.		Therefore	he	had	to	divorce	Vipsania.	It	was	rumored	that	Julia	was	an	extremely	promiscuous	woman.	It	is	possible	that	it	was	simply	a	fabrication	by	her	opponents	to	tarnish	her	reputation.	Rumor	mongering	was	not	uncommon	in	Rome.	Granted	those	rumors	were	true,	her
father,	Emperor	Augustus,	did	not	have	the	will	to	denounce	her	as	she	was	his	favorite	child.	Besides,	shunning	Julia	would	have	harmed	Augustus	and	Tiberius	politically.	At	the	time	that	he	married	Julia,	Tiberius	was	around	30.	His	new	wife	was	27	and	she	had	given	birth	to	five	children,	with	none	surviving.	It’s	been	said	that	Tiberius’s	mother,
Livia,	and	Julia	did	not	see	eye	to	eye	on	a	number	of	times.	In	6	BC,	Tiberius	was	given	the	powers	of	a	tribune.	The	position,	which	was	known	as	tribunus	in	Latin,	was	one	that	military	and	civil	officials	held	in	Rome.	Appointees	were	nominated	by	the	emperor.	Up	until	AD	23,	Tiberius	was	a	very	capable	Roman	emperor;	however	that	all	changed
after	the	death	of	his	son	Drusus	in	AD	23.	Roman	historian	Tacitus	describes	the	years	that	followed	after	the	death	of	Drusus	as	one	sharply	different	from	the	early	period	of	Tiberius’	reign.	The	emperor	became	unhinged	and	autocratic,	expanding	the	treason	laws	and	squabbling	with	Senators,	who	he	described	as	‘men	fit	to	be	slaves.’	Based	on
the	Gospels,	Tiberius’s	reign	witnessed	the	death	of	Jesus	of	Nazareth.	Pontius	Pilate	was	the	Roman	governor	of	Judaea	province.	And	when	Jesus’	famous	speech	“Render	unto	Caesar…”	was	referring	to	Tiberius.	The	penny	(the	Roman	denarius),	that	was	brought	to	Jesus	had	the	image	of	Emperor	Tiberius.	According	to	the	King	James	Version	of
the	the	Gospel	of	Mark,	the	Pharisee	brought	a	silver	Denarius	coin	of	Tiberius	to	Jesus,	hoping	that	Jesus	would	make	a	statement	critical	of	Tiberius	and/or	taxation.	Instead	Jesus	responds	to	the	Pharisee	by	telling	the	listeners	to	“give	to	Caesar	what	belongs	to	Caesar,	and	give	to	God	what	belongs	to	God.”	(Mark	12:	17).	The	Gospel	goes	on	to	say
that	the	crowd	was	absolutely	stunned	by	Jesus’	wise	statement.	Herod	Antipas,	ruler	of	Galilee	and	Perea,	named	a	Tiberias	(in	modern	Israel)	after	Tiberius.	Tiberias	is	located	on	the	western	shore	of	the	Sea	of	Galileee.	It’s	unknown	whether	a	connection	exists	between	Tibarias’	neighboring	city	to	the	south,	Hammat	Tiberias,	and	skin	care.	For
many	centuries,	it	was	believed	that	the	hot	springs	in	Hammat	Tiberias	had	the	ability	to	heal	skin	diseases	and	other	forms	of	illnesses.	By	his	second	wife	Julia	the	Elder,	Emperor	Tiberius	also	fathered	a	son	called	Tiberillus	who	died	in	infancy.	Family	Tree	of	Emperor	Tiberius	Tiberius	family	tree	How	did	Tiberius	look	like?	Tiberius	was	a	member
of	the	Julio-Claudian	that	had	five	Roman	emperors	–	Augustus,	Tiberius,	Caligula,	Claudius,	and	Nero.	|	Image:	Tiberius	as	a	young	man,	ancient	bronze	bust,	Naples,	National	Archaeological	Museum.	Tiberius	was	not	the	most	handsome	of	men	of	in	Rome.	He	was	described	as	a	tall	man	with	very	broad	shoulders.	His	skin	complexion	was	certainly
not	something	that	ancient	Rome	approved	of.	He	also	had	a	kind	of	nose	that	accentuated	his	Roman	origins.	And	when	he	spoke,	it	is	said	that	he	took	his	time,	as	if	he	was	trying	to	hide	the	true	meaning	of	his	words.	He	might	have	not	been	extremely	easy	on	the	eye,	but	he	was	a	praised	for	his	hardworking	attitude	and	fiscal	discipline.	Other
notable	achievements	Tiberius	was	noted	for	not	persecuting	the	Christians	in	Rome.	But	then	again,	Christianity	was	barely	a	full-fledged	religion	at	the	time.	Therefore,	it’s	difficult	to	say.	What	we	do	know	for	a	fact	is,	he	did	go	after	the	Jews	in	Rome.	He	built	a	temple	in	Rome	in	honor	of	his	predecessor	and	adoptive	father	Emperor	Augustus.	He
also	promoted	the	cult	of	his	predecessor	Augustus.	He	used	this	Imperial	cult	to	maintain	his	grip	on	the	Empire.	Future	emperors	of	Rome	used	this	Imperial	cult	system	to	absolute	perfection	in	making	themselves	despots.	Emperor	Tiberius	restored	the	theater	of	Pompey,	which	was	built	by	the	renowned	Roman	general	and	statesman,	Pompey
the	Great.	Tiberius	ended	the	practice	of	naming	a	month	after	him.	His	predecessor	Augustus	and	Julius	Caesar	both	were	honored	with	divine	status	after	their	deaths.	The	months,	August	and	July,	were	named	after	those	two	men.	Unlike	those	men,	Tiberius	did	not	receive	divine	honor	from	the	Senate.	Though	he	was	not	as	self-confident	as	his
predecessor	Augustus,	Emperor	Tiberius	was	certainly	a	skilled	administrator.	However,	his	relationship	with	the	Senate	was	fraught	with	problems	as	he	came	to	believe	that	the	Senate	wanted	his	downfall.	This	nudged	him	even	further	into	a	reclusive	lifestyle,	with	tendencies	of	acting	in	a	very	tyrannical	matter.	Some	historians	have	stated	that
Tiberius	never	wanted	to	be	an	emperor.	Pliny	the	Elder,	a	Roman	natural	philosopher	and	author,	described	Tiberius	as	“the	gloomiest	of	men.”	The	Prima	Porta	statue	of	Augustus	(r. 27	BC	–	AD	14),	the	first	Roman	emperor	The	Roman	emperors	were	the	rulers	of	the	Roman	Empire	from	the	granting	of	the	name	and	title	Augustus	to	Octavian	by
the	Roman	Senate	in	27	BC	onward.[1]	Augustus	maintained	a	facade	of	Republican	rule,	rejecting	monarchical	titles	but	calling	himself	princeps	senatus	(first	man	of	the	Senate)	and	princeps	civitatis	(first	citizen	of	the	state).	The	title	of	Augustus	was	conferred	on	his	successors	to	the	imperial	position,	and	emperors	gradually	grew	more
monarchical	and	authoritarian.[2]	The	style	of	government	instituted	by	Augustus	is	called	the	Principate	and	continued	until	the	late	third	or	early	fourth	century.[3]	The	modern	word	"emperor"	derives	from	the	title	imperator,	that	was	granted	by	an	army	to	a	successful	general;	during	the	initial	phase	of	the	empire,	the	title	was	generally	used
only	by	the	princeps.[4]	For	example,	Augustus's	official	name	was	Imperator	Caesar	Divi	Filius	Augustus.[5]	The	territory	under	command	of	the	emperor	had	developed	under	the	period	of	the	Roman	Republic	as	it	invaded	and	occupied	much	of	Europe	and	portions	of	North	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Under	the	republic,	the	Senate	and	People	of
Rome	authorized	provincial	governors,	who	answered	only	to	them,	to	rule	regions	of	the	empire.[6]	The	chief	magistrates	of	the	republic	were	two	consuls	elected	each	year;	consuls	continued	to	be	elected	in	the	imperial	period,	but	their	authority	was	subservient	to	that	of	the	emperor,	who	also	controlled	and	determined	their	election.[7]	Often,
the	emperors	themselves,	or	close	family,	were	selected	as	consul.[8]	After	the	Crisis	of	the	Third	Century,	Diocletian	increased	the	authority	of	the	emperor	and	adopted	the	title	dominus	noster	(our	lord).	The	rise	of	powerful	barbarian	tribes	along	the	borders	of	the	empire,	the	challenge	they	posed	to	the	defense	of	far-flung	borders	as	well	as	an
unstable	imperial	succession	led	Diocletian	to	divide	the	administration	of	the	Empire	geographically	with	a	co-augustus	in	286.	In	330,	Constantine	the	Great,	the	emperor	who	accepted	Christianity,	established	a	second	capital	in	Byzantium,	which	was	renamed	Constantinople.	Historians	consider	the	Dominate	period	of	the	empire	to	have	begun
with	either	Diocletian	or	Constantine,	depending	on	the	author.[9]	For	most	of	the	period	from	286	to	480,	there	was	more	than	one	recognized	senior	emperor,	with	the	division	usually	based	on	geographic	regions.	This	division	became	permanent	after	the	death	of	Theodosius	I	in	395,	which	historians	have	traditionally	dated	as	the	division	between
the	Western	Roman	Empire	and	the	Eastern	Roman	Empire.	However,	formally	the	Empire	remained	a	single	polity,	with	separate	co-emperors	in	the	separate	courts.[10]	The	fall	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire	is	dated	either	from	the	de	facto	date	of	476,	when	Romulus	Augustulus	was	deposed	by	the	Germanic	Herulians	led	by	Odoacer,	or	the	de
jure	date	of	480,	on	the	death	of	Julius	Nepos,	when	Eastern	emperor	Zeno	ended	recognition	of	a	separate	Western	court.[11]	Historians	typically	refer	to	the	empire	in	the	centuries	that	followed	as	the	"Byzantine	Empire",	governed	by	the	Byzantine	emperors.[a]	Given	that	"Byzantine"	is	a	later	historiographical	designation	and	the	inhabitants	and
emperors	of	the	empire	continually	maintained	Roman	identity,	this	designation	is	not	used	universally	and	continues	to	be	a	subject	of	specialist	debate.[b]	Under	Justinian	I,	in	the	sixth	century,	a	large	portion	of	the	western	empire	was	retaken,	including	Italy,	Africa,	and	part	of	Spain.[15]	Over	the	course	of	the	centuries	thereafter,	most	of	the
imperial	territories	were	lost,	which	eventually	restricted	the	empire	to	Anatolia	and	the	Balkans.[c]	The	line	of	emperors	continued	until	the	death	of	Constantine	XI	Palaiologos	at	the	fall	of	Constantinople	in	1453,	when	the	remaining	territories	were	conquered	by	the	Ottoman	Turks	led	by	Sultan	Mehmed	II.[21][d]	In	the	aftermath	of	the	conquest,
Mehmed	II	proclaimed	himself	kayser-i	Rûm	("Caesar	of	the	Romans"),[e]	thus	claiming	to	be	the	new	emperor,[25]	a	claim	maintained	by	succeeding	sultans.[26]	Competing	claims	of	succession	to	the	Roman	Empire	have	also	been	forwarded	by	various	other	states	and	empires,	and	by	numerous	later	pretenders.[27]	See	also:	Roman	emperor	and
Roman	usurper	Coin	of	Pescennius	Niger,	a	Roman	usurper	who	claimed	imperial	power	AD	193–194.	Legend:	IMP	CAES	C	PESC	NIGER	IVST	AVG	While	the	imperial	government	of	the	Roman	Empire	was	rarely	called	into	question	during	its	five	centuries	in	the	west	and	fifteen	centuries	in	the	east,	individual	emperors	often	faced	unending
challenges	in	the	form	of	usurpation	and	perpetual	civil	wars.[28]	From	the	rise	of	Augustus,	the	first	Roman	emperor,	in	27	BC	to	the	sack	of	Rome	in	AD	455,	there	where	over	a	hundred	usurpations	or	attempted	usurpations	(an	average	of	one	usurpation	or	attempt	about	every	four	years).	From	the	murder	of	Commodus	in	192	until	the	fifth
century,	there	was	scarcely	a	single	decade	without	succession	conflicts	and	civil	war.	Very	few	emperors	died	of	natural	causes,	with	regicide	in	practical	terms	having	become	the	expected	end	of	a	Roman	emperor	by	late	antiquity.[29]	The	distinction	between	a	usurper	and	a	legitimate	emperor	is	a	blurry	one,	given	that	a	large	number	of
emperors	that	were	commonly	considered	legitimate	began	their	rule	as	usurpers,	revolting	against	the	previous	legitimate	emperor.[30]	True	legitimizing	structures	and	theories	were	weak,	or	wholly	absent	in	the	Roman	Empire,[29]	and	there	were	no	true	objective	legal	criteria	for	being	acclaimed	emperor	beyond	acceptance	by	the	Roman	army.
[31]	Dynastic	succession	was	not	legally	formalized,	but	also	not	uncommon,	with	powerful	rulers	sometimes	succeeding	in	passing	power	on	to	their	children	or	other	relatives.	While	dynastic	ties	could	bring	someone	to	the	throne,	they	were	not	a	guarantee	that	their	rule	would	not	be	challenged.[32]	With	the	exception	of	Titus	(r. 79–81;	son	of
Vespasian),	no	son	of	an	emperor	who	ruled	after	the	death	of	his	father	died	a	natural	death	until	Constantine	I	in	337.	Control	of	Rome	itself	and	approval	of	the	Roman	Senate	held	some	importance	as	legitimising	factors,	but	were	mostly	symbolic.	Emperors	who	began	their	careers	as	usurpers	had	often	been	deemed	public	enemies	by	the	senate
before	they	managed	to	take	the	city.	Emperors	did	not	need	to	be	acclaimed	or	crowned	in	Rome	itself,	as	demonstrated	in	the	Year	of	the	Four	Emperors	(69),	when	claimants	were	crowned	by	armies	in	the	Roman	provinces,	and	the	senate's	role	in	legitimising	emperors	had	almost	faded	into	insignificance	by	the	Crisis	of	the	Third	Century	(235–
285).	By	the	end	of	the	third	century,	Rome's	importance	was	mainly	ideological,	with	several	emperors	and	usurpers	even	beginning	to	place	their	court	in	other	cities	in	the	empire,	closer	to	the	imperial	frontier.[33]	Common	methods	used	by	emperors	to	assert	claims	of	legitimacy,	such	as	proclamation	by	the	army,	blood	connections	(sometimes
fictitious)	to	past	emperors,	wearing	imperial	regalia,	distributing	one's	own	coins	or	statues	and	claims	to	pre-eminent	virtue	through	propaganda,	were	pursued	just	as	well	by	many	usurpers	as	they	were	by	legitimate	emperors.[34]	There	were	no	constitutional	or	legal	distinctions	that	differentiated	legitimate	emperors	and	usurpers.	In	ancient
Roman	texts,	the	differences	between	emperors	and	"tyrants"	(the	term	typically	used	for	usurpers)	is	often	a	moral	one	(with	the	tyrants	ascribed	wicked	behaviour)	rather	than	a	legal	one.	Typically,	the	actual	distinction	was	whether	the	claimant	had	been	victorious	or	not.	In	the	Historia	Augusta,	an	ancient	Roman	collection	of	imperial
biographies,	the	usurper	Pescennius	Niger	(193–194)	is	expressly	noted	to	only	be	a	tyrant	because	he	was	defeated	by	Septimius	Severus	(r. 193–211).[35]	This	is	also	followed	in	modern	historiography,	where,	in	the	absence	of	constitutional	criteria	separating	them,	the	main	factor	that	distinguishes	usurpers	from	legitimate	Roman	emperors	is
their	degree	of	success.	What	makes	a	figure	who	began	as	a	usurper	into	a	legitimate	emperor	is	typically	either	that	they	managed	to	gain	the	recognition	from	a	more	senior,	legitimate	emperor,	or	that	they	managed	to	defeat	a	more	senior,	legitimate	emperor	and	seize	power	from	them	by	force.[32]	Given	that	a	concept	of	constitutional
legitimacy	was	irrelevant	in	the	Roman	Empire,	and	emperors	were	only	'legitimate'	in	so	far	as	they	were	able	to	be	accepted	in	the	wider	empire,[36]	this	list	of	emperors	operates	on	a	collection	of	inclusion	criteria:	Imperial	claimants	whose	power	across	the	empire	became,	or	from	the	beginning	was,	absolute	and	who	ruled	undisputed	are
treated	as	legitimate	emperors.[37]	From	286	onward,	when	imperial	power	was	usually	divided	among	two	colleagues	in	the	east	and	west,[38]	control	over	the	respective	half	is	sufficient	even	if	a	claimant	was	not	recognized	in	the	other	half,	such	as	was	the	case	for	several	of	the	last	few	emperors	in	the	west.[39]	Imperial	claimants	who	where
proclaimed	emperors	by	another,	legitimate,	senior	emperor,	or	who	were	recognized	by	a	legitimate	senior	emperor,	are	treated	as	legitimate	emperors.[40]	Many	emperors	ruled	alongside	one	or	various	joint-emperors.	However,	and	specially	from	the	4th	century	onwards,	most	of	these	were	children	who	never	ruled	in	their	own	right.	Scholars	of
the	later	Empire	always	omit	these	rulers,[41]	but	the	same	is	not	always	applied	during	the	early	Empire.[42]	For	the	purposes	of	consistency,	later	senior	emperors'	tenures	as	junior	co-emperors	are	not	counted	as	part	of	their	reign.	The	list	also	gives	all	co-emperors	their	own	entry	only	up	to	the	4th	century.	Imperial	claimants	who	achieved	the
recognition	of	the	Roman	Senate,	especially	in	times	of	uncertainty	and	civil	war,	are,	due	to	the	senate's	nominal	role	as	an	elective	body,	treated	as	legitimate	emperors.[43]	In	later	times,	especially	when	emperors	ruled	from	other	cities,	this	criterion	defaults	to	the	possession	and	control	of	Rome	itself.	In	the	later	eastern	empire,	possession	of
the	capital	of	Constantinople	was	an	essential	element	of	imperial	legitimacy.[44]	In	the	case	of	non-dynastic	emperors	after	or	in	the	middle	of	the	rule	of	a	dynasty,	it	is	customary	among	historians	to	group	them	together	with	the	rulers	of	said	dynasty,[45]	an	approach	that	is	followed	in	this	list.	Dynastic	breaks	with	non-dynastic	rulers	are
indicated	with	thickened	horizontal	lines.	Main	article:	Principate	Main	article:	Julio-Claudian	dynasty	Julio-Claudian	dynasty	Portrait		Name[f]	Reign	Succession	Life	details	AugustusCaesar	Augustus	16	January	27	BC	–	19	August	AD	14		(40	years,	7	months	and	3	days)[g]	Grandnephew	and	adopted	son	of	Julius	Caesar.	Gradually	acquired	further
power	through	grants	from,	and	constitutional	settlements	with,	the	Roman	Senate.	Continuously	head	of	state	since	19	August	43	BC,	unopposed	after	the	Battle	of	Actium	in	31	BC.	23	September	63	BC	–	19	August	14(aged	75)Born	as	Gaius	Octavius.	Died	probably	of	natural	causes,	allegedly	poisoned	with	figs	by	Livia.[51][52][53]	TiberiusTiberius
Caesar	Augustus	17	September	14	–	16	March	37(22	years,	5	months	and	27	days)	Stepson,	former	son-in-law	and	adopted	son	of	Augustus	16	November	42	BC	–	16	March	37(aged	77)Died	probably	of	natural	causes,	allegedly	murdered	at	the	instigation	of	Caligula[54]	CaligulaGaius	Caesar	Augustus	Germanicus	18	March	37	–	24	January
41(3	years,	10	months	and	6	days)	Grandnephew	and	adopted	heir	of	Tiberius,	great-grandson	of	Augustus	31	August	12	–	24	January	41(aged	28)Murdered	in	a	conspiracy	involving	the	Praetorian	Guard	and	senators[55]	ClaudiusTiberius	Claudius	Caesar	Augustus	Germanicus	24	January	41	–	13	October	54(13	years,	8	months	and	19	days)	Uncle	of
Caligula,	nephew	of	Tiberius,	grandnephew	of	Augustus,	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	Praetorian	Guard	and	accepted	by	the	Senate	1	August	10	BC	–	13	October	54(aged	63)Began	the	Roman	conquest	of	Britain.	Probably	poisoned	by	his	wife	Agrippina,	in	favor	of	her	son	Nero[56]	NeroNero	Claudius	Caesar	Augustus	Germanicus	13	October	54	–	9
June	68(13	years,	7	months	and	27	days)	Grandnephew,	stepson,	son-in-law	and	adopted	son	of	Claudius,	great-great-grandson	of	Augustus	15	December	37	–	9	June	68(aged	30)Committed	suicide	after	being	deserted	by	the	Praetorian	Guard	and	sentenced	to	death	by	the	Senate[57]	Main	article:	Year	of	the	Four	Emperors	Year	of	the	Four
Emperors	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	GalbaServius	Galba	Caesar	Augustus	8	June	68	–	15	January	69(7	months	and	7	days)	Governor	of	Hispania	Tarraconensis,	revolted	against	Nero	and	seized	power	after	his	suicide,	with	support	of	the	Senate	and	Praetorian	Guard	24	December	3	BC	–	15	January	69(aged	70)	Murdered	by	soldiers
of	the	Praetorian	Guard	in	a	coup	led	by	Otho[58]	OthoMarcus	Otho	Caesar	Augustus	15	January	–	16	April	69(3	months	and	1	day)	Seized	power	through	a	coup	against	Galba	28	April	32	–	16	April	69(aged	36)Committed	suicide	after	losing	the	Battle	of	Bedriacum	to	Vitellius[59]	VitelliusAulus	Vitellius	Germanicus	Augustus	19	April	–	20	December
69(8	months	and	1	day)	Governor	of	Germania	Inferior,	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	Rhine	legions	on	2	January	in	opposition	to	Galba	and	Otho,	later	recognized	by	the	Senate	24	September	15	–	20	December	69(aged	54)Murdered	by	Vespasian's	troops[60]	Main	article:	Flavian	dynasty	Flavian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details
VespasianCaesar	Vespasianus	Augustus	1	July	69	–	23	June	79(9	years,	11	months	and	22	days)	Proclaimed	by	the	eastern	legions	in	opposition	to	Vitellius,	later	recognized	by	the	Senate	17	November	9	–	23	June	79(aged	69)Began	construction	of	the	Colosseum.Died	of	dysentery[61]	TitusTitus	Caesar	Vespasianus	Augustus	24	June	79	–	13
September	81(2	years,	2	months	and	20	days)	Son	of	Vespasian	30	December	39	–	13	September	81(aged	41)Died	of	natural	causes[62]	DomitianCaesar	Domitianus	Augustus	14	September	81	–	18	September	96(15	years	and	4	days)	Brother	of	Titus	and	son	of	Vespasian	24	October	51	–	18	September	96(aged	44)Assassinated	in	a	conspiracy	of	court
officials,	possibly	involving	Nerva[63]	Main	article:	Nerva–Antonine	dynasty	Nerva–Antonine	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	NervaNerva	Caesar	Augustus	18	September	96	–	27	January	98(1	year,	4	months	and	9	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	the	Senate	after	the	murder	of	Domitian	8	November	30	–	27/28	January
98(aged	67)First	of	the	"Five	Good	Emperors".	Died	of	natural	causes[64]	TrajanCaesar	Nerva	Traianus	Augustus	28	January	98	–	9	August	(?)	117(19	years,	6	months	and	11	days)	Adopted	son	of	Nerva	18	September	53	–	9	August	(?)	117(aged	63)First	non-Italian	emperor.	His	reign	marked	the	geographical	peak	of	the	empire.	Died	of	natural
causes[65]	HadrianCaesar	Traianus	Hadrianus	Augustus	11	August	117	–	10	July	138(20	years,	10	months	and	29	days)	Cousin	of	Trajan,	allegedly	adopted	on	his	deathbed	24	January	76	–	10	July	138(aged	62)Ended	Roman	expansionism.	Destroyed	Judea	after	a	massive	revolt.	Died	of	natural	causes[66]	Antoninus	PiusTitus	Aelius	Hadrianus
Antoninus	Pius[h]	10	July	138	–	7	March	161(22	years,	7	months	and	25	days)	Adopted	son	of	Hadrian	19	September	86	–	7	March	161(aged	74)Died	of	natural	causes[68]	Marcus	AureliusMarcus	Aurelius	Antoninus	7	March	161	–	17	March	180(19	years	and	10	days)	Son-in-law	and	adopted	son	of	Antoninus	Pius.	Until	169	reigned	jointly	with	his
adoptive	brother,	Lucius	Verus,	the	first	time	multiple	emperors	shared	power.	Since	177	reigned	jointly	with	his	son	Commodus	26	April	121	–	17	March	180(aged	58)Last	of	the	"Five	Good	Emperors";	also	one	of	the	most	representative	Stoic	philosophers.	Died	of	natural	causes[69]	Lucius	VerusLucius	Aurelius	Verus	7	March	161	–
January/February	169(7	years	and	11	months)	Adopted	son	of	Antoninus	Pius,	named	joint	emperor	by	his	adoptive	brother	Marcus	Aurelius	15	December	130	–	early	169(aged	38)Died	of	natural	causes[70]	CommodusMarcus	Aurelius	Commodus	Antoninus	/	Lucius	Aelius	Aurelius	Commodus	17	March	180	–	31	December	192(12	years,	9	months	and
14	days)	Son	of	Marcus	Aurelius.	Proclaimed	co-emperor	in	177,	at	age	16,	becoming	the	first	emperor	to	be	elevated	during	predecessor's	lifetime	31	August	161	–	31	December	192(aged	31)Strangled	to	death	in	a	conspiracy	involving	his	praetorian	prefect,	Laetus,	and	mistress,	Marcia[71]	Main	article:	Year	of	the	Five	Emperors	Note:	The	other
claimants	during	the	Year	of	the	Five	Emperors	were	Pescennius	Niger	and	Clodius	Albinus,	generally	regarded	as	usurpers.	Year	of	the	Five	Emperors	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	PertinaxPublius	Helvius	Pertinax	1	January	–	28	March	193(2	months	and	27	days)	City	prefect	of	Rome	at	Commodus's	death,	set	up	as	emperor	by	the
praetorian	prefect,	Laetus,	with	consent	of	the	Senate	1	August	126	–	28	March	193(aged	66)Murdered	by	mutinous	soldiers	of	the	Praetorian	Guard[72]	Didius	JulianusMarcus	Didius	Severus	Julianus	28	March	–	1	June	193(2	months	and	4	days)	Won	auction	held	by	the	Praetorian	Guard	for	the	position	of	emperor	30	January	133	–	1/2	June
193(aged	60)Killed	on	order	of	the	Senate,	at	the	behest	of	Septimius	Severus[73]	Main	article:	Severan	dynasty			(§)	–	Varying	ascribed	status[i]	Severan	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Septimius	SeverusLucius	Septimius	Severus	Pertinax	9	April	193	–	4	February	211(17	years,	9	months	and	26	days)	Governor	of	Upper
Pannonia,	acclaimed	emperor	by	the	Pannonian	legions	following	the	murder	of	Pertinax	11	April	145	–	4	February	211(aged	65)First	non-European	emperor.	Died	of	natural	causes[74]	CaracallaMarcus	Aurelius	Antoninus	4	February	211	–	8	April	217(6	years,	2	months	and	4	days)	Son	of	Septimius	Severus,	proclaimed	co-emperor	on	28	January	198,
at	age	10.	Succeeded	jointly	with	his	brother,	Geta,	in	211	4	April	188	–	8	April	217(aged	29)First	child	emperor.	Granted	Roman	citizenship	to	all	free	inhabitants	of	the	empire.	Murdered	by	a	soldier	at	the	instigation	of	Macrinus[75]	GetaPublius	Septimius	Geta	4	February	211	–	26	December	211(10	months	and	22	days)	Son	of	Septimius	Severus,
proclaimed	co-emperor	in	October	209,	succeeded	jointly	with	his	older	brother,	Caracalla	7	March	189	–	26	December	211(aged	22)Murdered	on	order	of	his	brother,	Caracalla[76]			MacrinusMarcus	Opellius	Severus	Macrinus	11	April	217	–	8	June	218(1	year,	1	month	and	28	days)	Praetorian	prefect	of	Caracalla,	accepted	as	emperor	by	the	army
and	Senate	after	having	arranged	his	predecessor's	death	in	fear	of	his	own	life	c.	165	–	June	218(aged	approx.	53)First	non-senator	to	become	emperor,	and	first	emperor	not	to	visit	Rome	after	acceding.	Executed	during	a	revolt	of	the	troops	in	favor	of	Elagabalus.[77]	Diadumenian	(§)	Marcus	Opellius	Antoninus	Diadumenianus	Late	May	–	June
218(less	than	a	month)	Son	of	Macrinus,	named	co-emperor	by	his	father	after	the	eruption	of	a	rebellion	in	favor	of	Elagabalus	14	September	208	–	June	218(aged	9)Caught	in	flight	and	executed	in	favor	of	Elagabalus[78]			ElagabalusMarcus	Aurelius	Antoninus	16	May	218	–	13	March	222(3	years,	9	months	and	25	days)	Cousin	and	alleged
illegitimate	son	of	Caracalla,	acclaimed	as	emperor	by	rebellious	legions	in	opposition	to	Macrinus	at	the	instigation	of	his	grandmother,	Julia	Maesa	203/204	–	13	March	222(aged	18)Murdered	by	the	Praetorian	Guard	alongside	his	mother,	probably	at	the	instigation	of	Julia	Maesa[79]	Severus	AlexanderMarcus	Aurelius	Severus	Alexander	14	March
222	–	March	235(13	years)	Cousin	and	adopted	heir	of	Elagabalus	1	October	208	–	early	March	235(aged	26)Lynched	by	mutinous	troops,	alongside	his	mother[80]	Main	articles:	Crisis	of	the	Third	Century,	Year	of	the	Six	Emperors,	and	Gordian	dynasty			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]			(§)	–	Varying	ascribed	status[i]	Crisis	of	the	Third	Century
Portrait	Name	Reign[k]	Succession	Life	details	Maximinus	I	"Thrax"Gaius	Julius	Verus	Maximinus	c.	March	235	–	c.	June	238(3	years	and	3	months)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	Germanic	legions	after	the	murder	of	Severus	Alexander,	recognized	at	Rome	on	23	March	235	c.	172–180	–	c.	June	238(aged	approx.	58–66)First	commoner	to	become	emperor.



Murdered	by	his	men	during	the	siege	of	Aquileia[85]	Gordian	IMarcus	Antonius	Gordianus	Sempronianus	Romanus	c.	April	–	c.	May	238(22	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	alongside	his	son,	Gordian	II,	while	serving	as	governor	of	Africa,	in	a	revolt	against	Maximinus,	and	recognized	by	the	Senate	c.	158	(?)	–	c.	May	238(aged	approx.	80)Oldest	emperor
at	the	time	of	his	elevation.	Committed	suicide	upon	hearing	of	the	death	of	his	son[86]	Gordian	IIMarcus	Antonius	Gordianus	Sempronianus	Romanus	c.	April	–	c.	May	238(22	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	alongside	his	father	Gordian	I,	during	revolt	in	Africa	against	Maximinus	c.	192	–	c.	May	238(aged	approx.	46)The	shortest-reigning	emperor.	Killed
outside	Carthage	in	battle	against	an	army	loyal	to	Maximinus	I[87]	PupienusMarcus	Clodius	Pupienus	Maximus	c.	May	–	c.	August	238(99	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	jointly	with	Balbinus	by	the	Senate	after	death	of	Gordian	I	and	II,	in	opposition	to	Maximinus	c.	164	–	c.	August	238(aged	approx.	74)Tortured	and	murdered	by	the	Praetorian
Guard[88]	BalbinusDecimus	Caelius	Calvinus	Balbinus	c.	May	–	c.	August	238(99	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	jointly	with	Pupienus	by	the	Senate	after	death	of	Gordian	I	and	II,	in	opposition	to	Maximinus	c.	178	–	c.	August	238(aged	approx.	60)Tortured	and	murdered	by	the	Praetorian	Guard[89]	Gordian	IIIMarcus	Antonius	Gordianus	c.	August	238	–
c.	February	244(c.	5	years	and	6	months)	Grandson	of	Gordian	I,	appointed	as	heir	by	Pupienus	and	Balbinus,	upon	whose	deaths	he	succeeded	as	emperor	20	January	225	–	c.	February	244(aged	19)Died	during	campaign	against	Persia,	possibly	in	a	murder	plot	instigated	by	Philip	I[90]	Philip	I	"the	Arab"Marcus	Julius	Philippus	c.	February	244	–
September/October	249(c.	5	years	and	7/8	months)	Praetorian	prefect	under	Gordian	III,	seized	power	after	his	death	c.	204	–	September/October	249(aged	approx.	45)Killed	at	the	Battle	of	Verona,	against	Decius[91]	Philip	II	"the	Younger"	(§)Marcus	Julius	Severus	Philippus	July/August	247	–	September/October	249(c.	2	years	and	2	months)	Son	of
Philip	I,	appointed	co-emperor	c.	237	–	September/October	249(aged	approx.	12)Murdered	by	the	Praetorian	Guard[92]	DeciusGaius	Messius	Quintus	Traianus	Decius	September/October	249	–	June	251(c.	1	year	and	8/9	months)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	in	Moesia,	then	defeated	and	killed	Philip	I	in	battle	c.	190/200	–	June	251(aged	approx.
50/60)Killed	at	the	Battle	of	Abrittus,	against	the	Goths[93]	Herennius	Etruscus	(§)Quintus	Herennius	Etruscus	Messius	Decius	May/June	–	June	251(less	than	a	month)	Son	of	Decius,	appointed	co-emperor	Unknown	–	June	251Killed	at	the	Battle	of	Abrittus	alongside	his	father[94]	Trebonianus	GallusGaius	Vibius	Trebonianus	Gallus	June	251	–	c.
August	253(c.	2	years	and	2	months)	Senator	and	general,	proclaimed	emperor	after	the	deaths	of	Decius	and	Herennius	Etruscus	c.	206	–	c.	August	253(aged	47)Murdered	by	his	own	troops	in	favor	of	Aemilian[95]	Hostilian	(§)Gaius	Valens	Hostilianus	Messius	Quintus	c.	June	–	c.	July	251(c.	1	month)	Younger	son	of	Decius,	named	caesar	by	his
father	and	proclaimed	co-emperor	by	Trebonianus	Gallus	Unknown	–	c.	July	251Died	of	plague	or	murdered	by	Trebonianus	Gallus[96]	Volusianus	(§)Gaius	Vibius	Afinius	Gallus	Veldumnianus	Volusianus	c.	August	251	–	c.	August	253(2	years)	Son	of	Gallus,	appointed	co-emperor	c.	230	–	c.	August	253(aged	approx.	23)Murdered	by	the	soldiers,
alongside	his	father[97]	AemilianusMarcus	Aemilius	Aemilianus	c.	July	–	c.	September	253(two	months?)	Commander	in	Moesia,	proclaimed	emperor	by	his	soldiers	after	defeating	barbarians,	in	opposition	to	Gallus	c.	207	–	c.	September	253(aged	approx.	46)Murdered	by	his	own	troops	in	favor	of	Valerian[98]	Silbannacus[l]	(#)Mar.	Silbannacus	c.
September/October	253	(?)(very	briefly?)	Obscure	figure	known	only	from	coinage,	may	have	briefly	ruled	in	Rome	between	Aemilianus	and	Valerian	Nothing	known[22]	ValerianPublius	Licinius	Valerianus	c.	September	253	–	c.	June	260(c.	6	years	and	9	months)	Army	commander	in	Raetia	and	Noricum,	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	legions	in
opposition	to	Aemilian	c.	200	–	after	262	(?)Captured	at	Edessa	by	the	Persian	king	Shapur	I,	died	in	captivity	possibly	forced	to	swallow	molten	gold[102]	GallienusPublius	Licinius	Egnatius	Gallienus	c.	September	253	–	c.	September	268(15	years)	Son	of	Valerian,	appointed	joint	emperor.	Sole	emperor	after	Valerian's	capture	in	260	218	–	c.
September	268(aged	50)Faced	multiple	revolts	&	barbarian	invasions.	Murdered	in	a	conspiracy	of	army	officers,	involving	Claudius	II	and	Aurelian[103]	Saloninus[m]	(§)Publius	Licinius	Cornelius	Saloninus	Valerianus	Autumn	260(c.	1	month)	Son	of	Gallienus,	proclaimed	caesar	by	his	father	and	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	praetorian	prefect
Silvanus	while	besieged	by	Postumus	Unknown	–	Late	260Murdered	by	troops	loyal	to	Postumus[106]	Claudius	II	"Gothicus"Marcus	Aurelius	Claudius	c.	September	268	–	c.	August	270(c.	1	year	and	11	months)	Army	commander	in	Illyria,	proclaimed	emperor	after	Gallienus's	death	10	May	214	–	August/September	(?)	270(aged	approx.	55)Died	of
plague[107]	QuintillusMarcus	Aurelius	Claudius	Quintillus	c.	August	–	c.	September	270(c.	27	days)	Brother	of	Claudius	II,	proclaimed	emperor	after	his	death	Unknown	–	270Committed	suicide	or	killed	at	the	behest	of	Aurelian[108]	AurelianLucius	Domitius	Aurelianus	c.	August	270	–	c.	November	275(c.	5	years	and	3	months)	Commander	of	the
Roman	cavalry,	proclaimed	emperor	by	Danube	legions	after	Claudius	II's	death,	in	opposition	to	Quintillus	9	September	214	–	Sept./Dec.	275(aged	61)Reunified	the	Roman	Empire.	Murdered	by	the	Praetorian	Guard[109]	TacitusMarcus	Claudius	Tacitus	c.	December	275	–	c.	June	276(c.	7	months)	Alleged	princeps	senatus,	proclaimed	emperor	by	the
Senate	or,	more	likely,	by	his	soldiers	in	Campania	after	Aurelian's	death	c.	200	(?)	–	c.	June	276(aged	approx.	76)Died	of	illness	or	possibly	murdered[110]	FlorianusMarcus	Annius	Florianus	c.	June	–	September	276(88	days)	Maternal	half-brother	of	Tacitus,	proclaimed	himself	emperor	after	the	death	of	Tacitus	Unknown	–	September/October
276Murdered	by	his	own	troops	in	favor	of	Probus[111]	ProbusMarcus	Aurelius	Probus	c.	June	276	–	c.	September	282(c.	6	years	and	3	months)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	eastern	legions,	in	opposition	to	Florianus	19	August	232	–	c.	September	282(aged	50)Murdered	by	his	own	troops	in	favor	of	Carus[112]	CarusMarcus	Aurelius	Carus	c.
September	282	–	c.	July/August	283(c.	10	months)	Praetorian	prefect	under	Probus,	seized	power	before	or	after	Probus's	murder	c.	224	(?)	–	c.	July/August	283(aged	approx.	60)Died	in	Persia,	either	of	illness,	assassination,	or	by	being	hit	by	lightning[113]	CarinusMarcus	Aurelius	Carinus	Spring	283	–	August/September	285(2	years)	Son	of	Carus,
appointed	joint	emperor	shortly	before	his	death.	Succeeded	jointly	with	Numerian	c.	250	–	August/September	285(aged	approx.	35)Probably	died	in	battle	against	Diocletian,	likely	betrayed	by	his	own	soldiers[114]	NumerianMarcus	Aurelius	Numerianus	c.	July/August	283	–	November	284(1	year	and	3/4	months)	Son	of	Carus,	succeeded	jointly	with
Carinus	c.	253	–	November	284(aged	approx.	31)Died	while	marching	to	Europe,	probably	of	disease,	possibly	assassinated[115]	Main	article:	Dominate	Main	article:	Tetrarchy			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]	Tetrarchy	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Diocletian	"Jovius"Gaius	Aurelius	Valerius	Diocletianus	20	November	284	–	1	May
305(20	years,	5	months	and	11	days)Whole;	then	East	Commander	of	the	imperial	bodyguard,	acclaimed	by	the	army	after	death	of	Numerian,	and	proceeded	to	defeat	Numerian's	brother,	Carinus,	in	battle	22	December	c.	243	–	3	December	c.	311(aged	approx.	68)Began	the	last	great	persecution	of	Christianity.	First	emperor	to	voluntarily	abdicate.
Died	in	unclear	circumstances,	possibly	suicide[116]	Maximian	"Herculius"Marcus	Aurelius	Valerius	Maximianus	1	April	286[n]	–	1	May	305(19	years	and	1	month;	West)November	306	–	11	November	308(2	years;	Italy)	Elevated	by	Diocletian,	ruled	the	western	provinces	c.	250	–	c.	July	310(aged	approx.	60)Abdicated	with	Diocletian,	later	trying	to
regain	power	with,	and	then	from,	Maxentius,	before	being	probably	killed	on	orders	of	Constantine	I[118]	GaleriusGaius	Galerius	Valerius	Maximianus	1	May	305	–	May	311(6	years;	East)	Elevated	to	caesar	in	293	by	Diocletian,	succeeded	as	eastern	augustus	upon	Diocletian's	abdication	c.	258	–	May	311(aged	approx.	53)Died	of	natural	causes[119]
Constantius	I	"Chlorus"Marcus	Flavius	Valerius	Constantius	1	May	305	–	25	July	306(1	year,	2	months	and	24	days;	West)	Maximian's	relation	by	marriage,	elevated	to	caesar	in	293	by	Diocletian,	succeeded	as	western	augustus	upon	Maximian's	abdication	31	March	c.	250	–	25	July	306(aged	approx.	56)Died	of	natural	causes[120]	Severus	IIFlavius
Valerius	Severus	August	306	–	March/April	307(c.	8	months;	West)	Elevated	to	caesar	in	305	by	Maximian,	promoted	to	western	augustus	by	Galerius	upon	Constantius	I's	death	Unknown	–	September	307Surrendered	to	Maximian	and	Maxentius,	later	murdered	or	forced	to	commit	suicide[121]	MaxentiusMarcus	Aurelius	Valerius	Maxentius	28
October	306	–	28	October	312(6	years;	Italy)	Son	of	Maximian	and	son-in-law	of	Galerius,	seized	power	in	Italy	with	support	of	the	Praetorian	Guard	and	his	father	after	being	passed	over	in	the	succession.	Not	recognized	by	the	other	emperors	c.	283	–	28	October	312(aged	approx.	29)Died	at	the	Battle	of	the	Milvian	Bridge,	against
Constantine	I[122]	LiciniusValerius	Licinianus	Licinius	11	November	308	–	19	September	324(15	years,	10	months	and	8	days)West;	then	East	Elevated	by	Galerius	to	replace	Severus,	in	opposition	to	Maxentius.	Defeated	Maximinus	Daza	in	a	civil	war	to	become	sole	emperor	of	the	East	in	313	c.	265	–	early	325(aged	approx.	60)Defeated,	deposed
and	put	to	death	by	Constantine	I[123]	Maximinus	II	"Daza"Galerius	Valerius	Maximinus	310	–	c.	July	313(3	years;	East)	Nephew	of	Galerius,	elevated	to	caesar	by	Galerius	in	305,	and	acclaimed	as	augustus	by	his	troops	in	310	20	November	c.	270	–	c.	July	313(aged	approx.	42)Defeated	in	civil	war	against	Licinius,	died	shortly	afterwards[124]
Valerius	Valens[o]Aurelius	Valerius	Valens	October	316	–	c.	January	317(c.	2–3	months;	East*)	Frontier	commander	in	Dacia,	elevated	by	Licinius	in	opposition	to	Constantine	I	Unknown	–	317Executed	in	the	lead-up	to	a	peace	settlement	between	Licinius	and	Constantine[126]	Martinian[o]Mar.	Martinianus	July	–	19	September	324(2	months;	East*)	A
senior	bureaucrat,	elevated	by	Licinius	in	opposition	to	Constantine	I	Unknown	–	Spring	325Deposed	by	Constantine	and	banished	to	Cappadocia,	later	executed[127]	Main	article:	Constantinian	dynasty			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]	Constantinian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Constantine	I"the	Great"Flavius	Valerius
Constantinus	25	July	306	–	22	May	337(30	years,	9	months	and	27	days)West;	then	whole	Son	of	Constantius	I,	acclaimed	by	his	father's	troops	as	augustus.	Accepted	as	caesar	by	Galerius,	promoted	to	augustus	in	307	by	Maximian,	refused	demotion	to	caesar	in	309	27	February	272/273	–	22	May	337(aged	64/65)First	Christian	emperor	and	founder
of	Constantinople.	Sole	ruler	of	the	Empire	after	defeating	Maxentius	in	312	and	Licinius	in	324.	Died	of	natural	causes[128]	Constantine	IIFlavius	Claudius	Constantinus	9	September	337	–	April	340(2	years	and	7	months;	West)	Son	of	Constantine	I	c.	February	316	–	April	340(aged	24)Ruled	the	praetorian	prefecture	of	Gaul.	Killed	in	an	ambush
during	a	war	against	his	brother,	Constans	I[129]	Constans	IFlavius	Julius	Constans	9	September	337	–	January	350(12	years	and	4	months;	Middle	then	West)	Son	of	Constantine	I	322/323	–	January/February	350(aged	27)Ruled	Italy,	Illyricum	and	Africa	initially,	then	the	western	empire	after	Constantine	II's	death.	Overthrown	and	killed	by
Magnentius[130]	Constantius	IIFlavius	Julius	Constantius	9	September	337	–	3	November	361(24	years,	1	month	and	25	days)East;	then	whole	Son	of	Constantine	I	7	August	317	–	3	November	361(aged	44)Ruled	the	east	initially,	then	the	whole	empire	after	the	death	of	Magnentius.	Died	of	a	fever	shortly	after	planning	to	fight	a	war	against
Julian[131]			Magnentius	(#)Magnus	Magnentius	18	January	350	–	10	August	353(3	years,	6	months	and	23	days;	West)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops,	in	opposition	to	Constans	I	c.	303	–	10	August	353(aged	approx.	50)Committed	suicide	after	losing	the	Battle	of	Mons	Seleucus[132]			Vetranio	1	March	–	25	December	350(9	months	and	24	days;
West)	General	of	Constans	in	Illyricum,	acclaimed	by	the	Illyrian	legions	at	the	expense	of	Magnentius,	briefly	recognized	by	Constantius	II[p]	Unknown	–	c.	356Abdicated	in	Constantius	II's	favor,	retired,	and	died	6	years	later[134]			Nepotianus	(#)Julius	Nepotianus	3	June	–	30	June	350(27	days;	West)	Son	of	Eutropia,	a	daughter	of	Constantius	I.
Proclaimed	emperor	in	Rome	in	opposition	to	Magnentius	Unknown	–	30	June	350Captured	and	executed	by	supporters	of	Magnentius[135]			Julian	"the	Apostate"Flavius	Claudius	Julianus	3	November	361	–	26	June	363(1	year,	7	months	and	23	days)	Cousin	and	heir	of	Constantius	II,	acclaimed	by	the	Gallic	army	around	February	360;	entered
Constantinople	on	11	December	361	331	–	26	June	363(aged	32)Last	non-Christian	emperor.	Mortally	wounded	during	a	campaign	against	Persia[136]			JovianJovianus[q]	27	June	363	–	17	February	364(7	months	and	21	days)	Commander	of	imperial	household	guard;	acclaimed	by	the	army	after	Julian's	death	330/331	–	17	February	364(aged	33)Died
before	reaching	the	capital,	possibly	due	to	inhaling	toxic	fumes	or	indigestion.	Last	emperor	to	rule	the	whole	Empire	during	their	entire	reign[138]	Main	article:	Valentinianic	dynasty			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]	Valentinianic	dynasty	Portrait		Name[r]	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Valentinian	I	"the	Great"Valentinianus	25/26	February	364	–	17
November	375(11	years,	8	months	and	23	days)Whole;	then	West	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	army	after	Jovian's	death	321	–	17	November	375(aged	54)Last	emperor	to	cross	the	Rhine	into	Germania.	Died	of	a	stroke	while	yelling	at	envoys[140]	Valens	28	March	364	–	9	August	378(14	years,	4	months	and	12	days;	East)	Brother	of
Valentinian	I,	made	eastern	emperor	by	his	brother	(Valentinian	retaining	the	west)	c.	328	–	9	August	378(aged	nearly	50)Killed	at	the	Battle	of	Adrianople[141]			Procopius	(#)	28	September	365	–	27	May	366(7	months	and	29	days;	East)	Maternal	cousin	of	Julian;	revolted	against	Valens	and	captured	Constantinople,	where	the	people	proclaimed
him	emperor	326	–	27/28	May	366(aged	40)Deposed,	captured	and	executed	by	Valens[142]			GratianGratianus	17	November	375	–	25	August	383(7	years,	9	months	and	8	days;	West)	Son	of	Valentinian	I;	proclaimed	western	co-emperor	on	24	August	367,	at	age	8.	Emperor	in	his	own	right	after	Valentinian's	death	18	April	359	–	25	August	383(aged
24)Killed	by	Andragathius,	an	officer	of	Magnus	Maximus[143]			Magnus	Maximus	25	August	383	–	28	August	388(5	years	and	3	days;	West)with	Victor	(383/387–388)[s]	General,	related	to	Theodosius	I;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	in	Britain.	Briefly	recognized	by	Theodosius	I	and	Valentinian	II	Unknown	–	28	August	388Defeated	by	Theodosius
I	at	the	Battle	of	Save,	executed	after	surrendering[146]			Valentinian	IIValentinianus	28	August	388	–	15	May	392(3	years,	8	months	and	17	days;	West)	Son	of	Valentinian	I,	proclaimed	co-emperor	on	22	November	375,	at	age	4.	Sole	western	ruler	after	the	defeat	of	Magnus	Maximus	in	388	371	–	15	May	392(aged	20/21)Dominated	by	regents	and
co-emperors	his	entire	reign.	Probably	suicide,	possibly	killed	by	Arbogast[147]			Eugenius	(#)	22	August	392	–	6	September	394(2	years	and	15	days;	West)	Teacher	of	Latin	grammar	and	rhetoric,	secretary	of	Valentinian	II.	Proclaimed	emperor	by	Arbogast	Unknown	–	6	September	394Defeated	by	Theodosius	I	at	the	Battle	of	the	Frigidus	and
executed[148]	Main	article:	Theodosian	dynasty			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]	Theodosian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Theodosius	I"the	Great"	19	January	379	–	17	January	395(15	years,	11	months	and	29	days)	East;	then	whole	Retired	general;	proclaimed	eastern	emperor	by	Gratian	after	the	death	of	Valens	11	January
346/347	–	17	January	395(aged	48/49)Last	emperor	to	briefly	rule	over	the	two	halves	of	the	Empire	after	the	Battle	of	the	Frigidus.	Died	of	natural	causes[149]	Arcadius	17	January	395	–	1	May	408(13	years,	3	months	and	14	days;	East)	Son	of	Theodosius	I;	co-emperor	since	16	January	383.	Emperor	in	the	east	377	–	1	May	408(aged	31)Died	of
natural	causes[150]	Honorius	17	January	395	–	15	August	423(28	years,	6	months	and	29	days;	West)	Son	of	Theodosius	I;	co-emperor	since	23	January	393.	Emperor	in	the	west	9	September	384	–	15	August	423(aged	38)Reigned	under	several	successive	regencies,	most	notably	Stilicho.	His	reign	saw	the	first	sack	of	Rome	in	eight	centuries.	Died	of
edema[151]			Constantine	IIIFlavius	Claudius	Constantinus[t]	407	–	411(4	years;	West)with	Constans	(409–411)[s]	Common	soldier,	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	in	Britain.	Recognized	by	Honorius	in	409.	Emperor	in	the	west	Unknown	–	411	(before	18	September)Surrendered	to	Constantius,	a	general	of	Honorius,	and	abdicated.	Sent	to	Italy
but	murdered	on	the	way[152]			Theodosius	II"the	Calligrapher"	1	May	408	–	28	July	450(42	years,	2	months	and	27	days;	East)	Son	of	Arcadius;	co-emperor	since	10	January	402.	Emperor	in	the	east	10	April	401	–	28	July	450(aged	49)His	reign	saw	the	promulgation	of	the	Theodosian	Code	and	the	construction	of	the	Theodosian	Walls.	Died	of	a	fall
from	his	horse[153]			Priscus	Attalus	(#)	Late	409	–	summer	410(less	than	a	year;	Italy)	A	leading	member	of	the	Senate,	proclaimed	emperor	by	Alaric	after	the	Sack	of	Rome.	Emperor	in	the	west	Unknown	lifespanDeposed	by	Alaric	after	reconciling	with	Honorius.	Tried	to	claim	the	throne	again	414–415	but	was	defeated	and	forced	into	exile;	fate
unknown[154]			Constantius	III	8	February	–	2	September	421(6	months	and	25	days;	West)	Prominent	general	under	Honorius	and	husband	of	Galla	Placidia,	a	daughter	of	Theodosius	I.	Made	co-emperor	by	Honorius.	Emperor	in	the	west	Unknown	–	2	September	421De	facto	ruler	since	411;	helped	Honorius	defeat	numerous	usurpers	&	foreign
enemies.	Died	of	illness[155]			Joannes	(#)	20	November	423	–	c.	May	425(1	year	and	a	half;	West)	Senior	civil	servant,	seized	power	in	Rome	and	the	west	after	Theodosius	II	delayed	in	nominating	a	successor	of	Honorius	Unknown	–	c.	May	425Captured	by	the	forces	of	Theodosius	II,	brought	to	Constantinople	and	executed[156]			Valentinian
IIIPlacidus	Valentinianus	23	October	425	–	16	March	455(29	years,	4	months	and	21	days;	West)	Son	of	Constantius	III,	grandson	of	Theodosius	I	and	great-grandson	of	Valentinian	I,	installed	as	emperor	of	the	west	by	Theodosius	II	2	July	419	–	16	March	455(aged	35)Faced	the	invasion	of	the	Huns.	Murdered	by	Optelas	and	Thraustelas,	retainers	of
Aetius[157]	MarcianMarcianus	25	August	450	–	27	January	457(6	years,	5	months	and	2	days;	East)	Soldier	and	official,	proclaimed	emperor	after	marrying	Pulcheria,	a	daughter	of	Arcadius.	Emperor	in	the	east	391/392	–	27	January	457(aged	65)Died	after	a	prolonged	period	of	illness[158]	See	also:	Fall	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire	Puppet
emperors	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Petronius	Maximus	17	March	–	31	May	455(2	months	and	14	days)	General	and	civil	official,	murdered	Valentinian	III	and	married	his	widow,	Licinia	Eudoxia	c.	397	–	31	May	455Killed	by	a	mob	while	fleeing	during	the	Vandalic	sack	of	Rome[159]	AvitusEparchius	Avitus	9	July	455	–	17	October
456(1	year,	3	months	and	8	days)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	Visigoths	and	Gallo-Romans	after	the	death	of	Petronius	Maximus	Late	4th	century	–	456/457Defeated	and	deposed	by	the	magister	militum	Ricimer,	became	a	bishop.	Died	shortly	after	of	either	natural	causes,	strangulation,	or	being	starved	to	death[160]	MajorianJulius	Valerius
Majorianus	28	December	457	–	2	August	461(3	years,	7	months	and	5	days)	General;	proclaimed	by	the	army,	backed	by	Ricimer	Unknown	–	7	August	461Reconquered	Gaul,	Hispania	and	Dalmatia.	Deposed	and	executed	by	Ricimer[161]	Libius	Severus(Severus	III)	19	November	461	–	14	November	465(3	years,	11	months	and	26	days)	Proclaimed
emperor	by	Ricimer	Unknown	–	14	November	465Died	of	natural	causes[162]	AnthemiusProcopius	Anthemius	12	April	467	–	11	July	472(5	years,	2	months	and	29	days)	General;	great-grandson	of	Procopius,	a	cousin	of	Julian,	and	husband	of	Marcia	Euphemia,	a	daughter	of	Marcian.	Proclaimed	western	emperor	by	Leo	I	Unknown	–	11	July	472The
last	effective	emperor	of	the	West.	Murdered	by	Gundobad	after	a	civil	war	with	Ricimer[163]	OlybriusAnicius	Olybrius	c.	April	–	2	November	472	(c.	7	months)	Husband	of	Placidia,	a	daughter	of	Valentinian	III.	Proclaimed	emperor	by	Ricimer	Unknown	–	2	November	472Died	of	dropsy[164]	Glycerius	3/5	March	473	–	24	June	474(1	year,	3	months
and	19/21	days)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	Gundobad	Unknown	lifespanDeposed	by	Julius	Nepos	and	made	a	bishop,	subsequent	fate	unknown[165]	Julius	Nepos	24	June	474	–	28	August	475(1	year,	2	months	and	4	days)	August	475	–	9	May	480(4	years	and	8	months,	in	Dalmatia)	General;	married	to	a	relative	of	Verina,	the	wife	of	the	eastern
emperor	Leo	I.	Installed	as	western	emperor	by	Leo	Unknown	–	9	May	480Fled	to	Dalmatia	in	the	face	of	an	attack	by	his	magister	militum	Orestes.	Continued	to	claim	to	be	emperor	in	exile.	Murdered	by	his	retainers[166]	Romulus	"Augustulus"Romulus	Augustus	31	October	475	–	4	September	476(10	months	and	4	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	his
father,	the	magister	militum	Orestes	Roughly	465	–	after	507/511?The	last	western	emperor.	Deposed	by	the	Germanic	general	Odoacer	and	retired.	Possibly	alive	as	late	as	507	or	511;	fate	unknown[167]	See	also:	List	of	Byzantine	emperors	Main	articles:	Leonid	dynasty	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Leonid	dynasty	Leonid	dynasty	Portrait	Name
Reign	Succession	Life	details	Leo	I	"the	Thracian"	7	February	457	–	18	January	474(16	years,	11	months	and	11	days)	Low-ranking	army	officer;	chosen	by	the	magister	militum	Aspar	to	succeed	Marcian	400/401	–	18	January	474(aged	73)First	emperor	to	be	crowned	by	the	Patriarch	of	Constantinople.	Died	of	dysentery[168]	Leo	II	"the	Younger"	18
January	–	November	474(10	months)	Grandson	of	Leo	I	and	son	of	Zeno;	co-emperor	since	17	November	473	467	–	November	474(aged	7)Youngest	emperor	at	the	time	of	his	death.	Died	of	illness[169]	Zeno	29	January	474	–	9	January	475(11	months	and	11	days)	Husband	of	Ariadne,	a	daughter	of	Leo	I,	and	father	of	Leo	II.	Crowned	senior	co-
emperor	with	the	approval	of	the	Senate	425	–	9	April	491(aged	65)Fled	to	Isauria	in	the	face	of	a	Revolt	led	by	his	mother-in-law	Verina	&	Basiliscus.[170]	Basiliscus	9	January	475	–	August	476(1	year	and	7	months)with	Marcus	(475–476)[s]	Brother	of	Verina,	the	wife	of	Leo	I.	Proclaimed	emperor	by	his	sister	in	opposition	to	Zeno	and	seized
Constantinople	Unknown	–	476/477Deposed	by	Zeno	upon	his	return	to	Constantinople;	imprisoned	in	a	dried-up	reservoir	and	starved	to	death[171]	Zeno	(second	reign)	August	476	–	9	April	491(14	years	and	8	months)	Retook	the	throne	with	the	help	of	general	Illus	425	–	9	April	491(aged	65)Saw	the	end	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire.	Died	of
dysentery	or	epilepsy[170]	Anastasius	I	"Dicorus"	11	April	491	–	9	July	518(27	years,	2	months	and	28	days)	Government	official;	chosen	by	Ariadne,	whom	he	married,	to	succeed	Zeno	430/431	–	9	July	518(aged	88)Oldest	emperor	at	the	time	of	his	death.	Died	of	natural	causes[172]	Main	article:	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Justinian	dynasty	Justinian
dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Justin	I	"the	Thracian"Justinus	9/10	July	518	–	1	August	527(9	years	and	23	days)	Soldier;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	after	the	death	of	Anastasius	I	450	–	1	August	527(aged	77)Died	of	natural	causes[173]	Justinian	I	"the	Great"Petrus	Sabbatius	Justinianus	1	April	527	–	14	November
565(38	years,	7	months	and	13	days)	Nephew	and	adoptive	son	of	Justin	I	482	–	14	November	565(aged	83)Temporarily	reconquered	half	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire,	including	Rome.	Died	of	natural	causes[174]	Justin	IIJustinus	14	November	565	–	5	October	578(12	years,	10	months	and	21	days)	Son	of	Vigilantia,	sister	of	Justinian	I	Unknown	–	5
October	578Lost	most	of	Italy	to	the	Lombards	by	570.	Suffered	an	attack	of	dementia	in	574,	whereafter	the	government	was	run	by	regents.	Died	of	natural	causes[175]	Tiberius	II	ConstantineTiberius	Constantinus	26	September	578	–	14	August	582(3	years,	10	months	and	19	days)	Adoptive	son	of	Justin	II	Mid-6th	century	–	14	August	582Died
after	a	sudden	illness,	supposedly	after	accidentally	eating	bad	food[176]	MauriceMauricius	Tiberius	13	August	582	–	27	November	602(20	years,	3	months	and	14	days)with	Theodosius	(590–602)[s]	Husband	of	Constantina,	a	daughter	of	Tiberius	II	539	–	27	November	602(aged	63)Captured	and	executed	by	troops	loyal	to	Phocas[177]			PhocasFocas
23	November	602	–	5	October	610(7	years,	10	months	and	12	days)	Centurion	in	the	army;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	against	Maurice	547	–	5	October	610(aged	63)Deposed	and	then	beheaded	on	the	orders	of	Heraclius[178]	Main	article:	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Heraclian	dynasty	Heraclian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life
details	Heraclius			Ἡράκλειος[u]	5	October	610	–	11	February	641(30	years,	4	months	and	6	days)	Son	of	Heraclius	the	Elder,	the	exarch	of	Carthage.	Led	a	revolt	against	Phocas	574/575	–	11	February	641(aged	66)Ended	the	Persian	Wars,	but	suffered	the	loss	of	the	Levant	to	the	Muslims.	Died	of	natural	causes[181]	Heraclius
Constantine(Constantine	III)[t]Heraclius	ConstantinusἩράκλειος	Κωνσταντῖνος	11	February	–	25	May	641(3	months	and	14	days)	Son	of	Heraclius;	co-emperor	since	22	January	613	3	May	612	–	25	May	641(aged	29)Died	of	tuberculosis[184]	HeraclonasHeraclius,	Ἡράκλειος	25	May	–	5	November	(?)	641(5	months	and	11	days)with	his	brother
Tiberius-David	(641)[s]	Son	of	Heraclius;	co-emperor	since	4	July	638.	Co-ruler	with	Constantine	and	then	sole	emperor	under	the	regency	of	his	mother	Martina	626	–	unknownDeposed,	mutilated	and	exiled,	subsequent	fate	unknown[185]	Constans	II	"the	Bearded"Constantinus,	Κωνσταντῖνος	September	641	–	15	July	668(26	years	and	10	months)
Son	of	Heraclius	Constantine;	proclaimed	co-emperor	by	Heraclonas	at	age	11	7	November	630	–	15	July	668(aged	37)Lost	Egypt	in	641.	Murdered	in	Sicily	while	bathing	by	supporters	of	Mezezius[186]	Constantine	IV	"the	Younger"Constantinus,	Κωνσταντῖνος	September	668	–	10	July	(?)	685(16	years	and	10	months)with	his	brothers	Heraclius	and
Tiberius	(659–681)[s][v]	Son	of	Constans	II;	co-emperor	since	13	April	654	Roughly	650	–	10	July	(?)	685(aged	about	35)Defeated	the	First	Arab	Siege	of	Constantinople.	Died	of	dysentery[188]	Justinian	II	"Rhinotmetus"Justinianus,	Ἰουστινιανός	July	685	–	695(10	years)	Son	of	Constantine	IV,	chosen	as	successor	over	Constans'	sons	668/669	–	4
November	711(aged	42)Deposed	and	mutilated	(hence	his	nickname,	"Slit-nosed")	by	Leontius	in	695;	returned	to	the	throne	in	705[189]	Main	article:	Twenty	Years'	Anarchy	Twenty	Years'	Anarchy	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	LeontiusΛέων(τιος)	695	–	698(3	years)	General;	deposed	Justinian	II	Unknown	–	15	February	(?)	706Lost
Africa	&	Carthage	to	the	Muslims.	Deposed	by	Tiberius	III	in	698	and	later	executed	by	Justinian	II	in	706[190]	Tiberius	IIIΤιβέριος	698	–	21	August	(?)	705(7	years)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	against	Leontius	Unknown	–	15	February	(?)	706Deposed	and	later	executed	by	Justinian	II	alongside	Leontius[191]	Justinian	II
"Rhinotmetus"Justinianus,	Ἰουστινιανός(second	reign)	21	August	(?)	705	–	4	November	711(6	years,	2	months	and	14	days)with	Tiberius	(706–711)[s]	Retook	the	throne	with	the	aid	of	the	Khazars	668/669	–	4	November	711(aged	42)Killed	by	supporters	of	Philippicus	after	fleeing	Constantinople[192]	PhilippicusFilepicus,	Φιλιππικός	4	November	711
–	3	June	713(1	year,	6	months	and	30	days)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops	against	Justinian	II	Unknown	–	20	January	714/715Deposed	and	blinded	in	favor	of	Anastasius	II,	later	died	of	natural	causes[193]	Anastasius	IIArtemius	AnastasiusἈρτέμιος	Ἀναστάσιος	4	June	713	–	fall	715(less	than	2	years)	Senior	court	official,	proclaimed
emperor	after	the	deposition	of	Philippicus	Unknown	–	1	June	719Abdicated	to	Theodosius	III	after	a	six-month	civil	war,	becoming	a	monk.	Beheaded	by	Leo	III	after	an	attempt	to	retake	the	throne[194]	Theodosius	IIIΘεοδόσιος	Fall	715	–	25	March	717(less	than	2	years)	Tax-collector,	possibly	son	of	Tiberius	III;	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	troops
against	Anastasius	II	Unknown	lifespanDeposed	by	Leo	III,	whereafter	he	became	a	monk.	His	subsequent	fate	is	unknown.[195]	Main	article:	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Isaurian	dynasty			(#)	–	Ambiguous	legitimacy[j]	Isaurian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Leo	III	"the	Isaurian"Λέων[w]	25	March	717	–	18	June	741(24	years,
2	months	and	24	days)	General;	deposed	Theodosius	III	c.	685	–	18	June	741(aged	approx.	56)Ended	Muslim	expansion	in	Anatolia.	Died	of	dropsy[196]	Constantine	V	"Copronymus"Κωνσταντῖνος	18	June	741	–	14	September	775(34	years,	2	months	and	27	days)	Son	of	Leo	III;	co-emperor	since	31	March	720	718	–	14	September	775(aged	57)Last
emperor	to	rule	over	Rome.	Vilified	by	later	historians	for	his	religious	policies,	hence	his	nickname	"Dung-Named".	Died	of	a	fever[197]	Artabasdos	(#)Ἀρτάβασδος	June	741	–	2	November	743(2	years	and	5	months)with	Nikephoros	(741–743)	Husband	of	Anna,	a	daughter	of	Leo	III.	Revolted	against	Constantine	V	and	briefly	ruled	at	Constantinople
Unknown	lifespanDeposed	and	blinded	by	Constantine	V,	relegated	to	a	monastery	where	he	died	of	natural	causes[198]	Leo	IV	"the	Khazar"Λέων	14	September	775	–	8	September	780(4	years,	11	months	and	25	days)	Son	of	Constantine	V;	co-emperor	since	6	June	751	25	January	750	–	8	September	780(aged	30)Died	of	a	fever[199]	Constantine	VI
"the	Blind"Κωνσταντῖνος	8	September	780	–	19	August	797(16	years,	11	months	and	11	days)	Son	of	Leo	IV;	co-emperor	since	14	April	776	14	January	771	–	before	805(aged	less	than	34)Last	emperor	to	be	recognized	in	the	West.	Deposed,	blinded	and	exiled	by	Irene[200]	IreneΕἰρήνη	19	August	797	–	31	October	802(5	years,	2	months	and	12	days)
Widow	of	Leo	IV	and	former	regent	of	Constantine	VI.	Became	co-ruler	in	792.	Dethroned	and	blinded	her	son	Constantine	in	797,	becoming	the	first	female	ruler	of	the	empire	c.	752	–	9	August	803(aged	approx.	51)Deposed	by	Nikephoros	I	and	exiled	to	Lesbos,	where	she	died	of	natural	causes[201]	Main	article:	Byzantine	Empire	under	the
Nikephorian	dynasty	Nikephorian	dynasty	Portrait[x]	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Non-contemporary	Nikephoros	I"the	Logothete"Νικηφόρος	31	October	802	–	26	July	811(8	years,	8	months	and	26	days)	Court	official;	proclaimed	emperor	in	opposition	to	Irene	c.	760	–	26	July	811(aged	approx.	51)Killed	at	the	Battle	of	Pliska[202]
StaurakiosΣταυράκιος	28	July	–	2	October	811(2	months	and	4	days)	Son	of	Nikephoros	I;	co-emperor	since	25	December	803.	Proclaimed	emperor	after	the	death	of	his	father	790s	–	11	January	812(in	his	late	teens)Wounded	at	Pliska;	abdicated	in	favor	of	Michael	I	and	became	a	monk[203]	Non-contemporary	Michael	I	RangabeΜιχαὴλ	2	October
811	–	11	July	813(1	year,	9	months	and	9	days)with	Theophylact	and	Staurakios	(II)[s]	Husband	of	Prokopia,	a	daughter	of	Nikephoros	I	c.	770	–	11	January	844(aged	approx.	74)Abdicated	in	813	in	favor	of	Leo	V	after	suffering	a	defeat	at	the	Battle	of	Versinikia	and	retired	as	a	monk[204]			Non-contemporary	Leo	V	"the	Armenian"Λέων	11	July	813	–
25	December	820(7	years,	5	months	and	14	days)with	Constantine	Symbatios[s]	General;	proclaimed	emperor	after	the	Battle	of	Versinikia	c.	775	–	25	December	820(aged	approx.	45)Murdered	while	in	church	by	supporters	of	Michael	II[205]	Main	article:	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Amorian	dynasty	Amorian	dynasty	Portrait[x]	Name	Reign
Succession	Life	details	Non-contemporary	Michael	II	"the	Amorian"Μιχαὴλ	25	December	820	–	2	October	829(8	years,	9	months	and	7	days)	General	sentenced	to	execution	by	Leo	V;	proclaimed	emperor	by	Leo	V's	assassins	and	crowned	by	Patriarch	Theodotus	I	on	the	same	day	c.	770	–	2	October	829(aged	approx.	59)Saw	the	beginning	of	the
Muslim	conquest	of	Sicily.	Died	of	kidney	failure[206]	Non-contemporary	TheophilosΘεόφιλος	2	October	829	–	20	January	842(12	years,	3	months	and	18	days)with	Constantine	(c.	834–835)[s]	Son	of	Michael	II;	co-emperor	since	12	May	821	812/813	–	20	January	842(aged	30)Died	of	dysentery[207]	Non-contemporary	Michael	III	"the
Drunkard"Μιχαὴλ	20	January	842	–	24	September	867(25	years,	8	months	and	4	days)with	Thekla	(842–856)[s][y]	Son	of	Theophilos;	co-emperor	since	16	May	840.	Ruled	under	his	mother's	regency	until	15	March	856	19	January	840	–	24	September	867(aged	27)The	youngest	emperor.	Murdered	by	Basil	I	and	his	supporters[210]	Main	articles:
Macedonian	dynasty,	Lekapenos,	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Macedonian	dynasty	Macedonian	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Basil	I	"the	Macedonian"Βασίλειος	24	September	867	–	29	August	886(18	years,	11	months	and	5	days)with	Constantine	(868–879)[s]	General;	proclaimed	co-emperor	by	Michael	III	on	26	May	866
and	became	senior	emperor	after	Michael's	murder	811,	830	or	836	–	29	August	886(aged	approx.	50,	56	or	75)Captured	Bari	in	876	&	Taranto	in	880.	Died	after	a	hunting	accident[211]	Leo	VI	"the	Wise"Λέων	29	August	886	–	11	May	912(25	years,	8	months	and	12	days)	Son	of	Basil	I	or	illegitimate	son	of	Michael	III;	crowned	co-emperor	on	6
January	870	19	September	866	–	11	May	912(aged	45)Conquered	Southern	Italy	but	lost	the	remnants	of	Sicily	in	902.	Died	of	an	intestinal	disease[212]	AlexanderΑλέξανδρος	11	May	912	–	6	June	913(1	year	and	26	days)	Son	of	Basil	I;	co-emperor	since	September	or	October	879	23	November	870	–	6	June	913(aged	42)Died	of	illness,	possibly
testicular	cancer[213]	Constantine	VIIPorphyrogenitusΚωνσταντῖνος	6	June	913	–	9	November	959(46	years,	5	months	and	3	days)	Son	of	Leo	VI;	co-emperor	since	15	May	908.	Successively	dominated	by	regents	and	co-emperors	until	27	January	945,	when	he	deposed	Romanos	I's	sons	17/18	May	905	–	9	November	959(aged	54)Saw	the	beginning	of
renewed	expansion	in	the	East	against	the	Arabs.	Remembered	for	his	numerous	writings.	Died	of	natural	causes[214]			Romanos	I	LekapenosῬωμανὸς	17	December	920	–	20	December	944(24	years	and	3	days)with	Christopher	(921–931),	Romanos	(c.	924)[z]Stephen	and	Constantine	Lekapenos	(924–945)[s]	Overthrew	Constantine	VII's	regency,
married	him	to	his	daughter	Helena	and	was	made	senior	co-emperor.	Made	several	sons	co-emperors	to	curb	Constantine	VII's	authority	c.	870	–	15	June	948(aged	approx.	78)Deposed	by	his	sons	Stephen	and	Constantine.	Died	of	natural	causes	in	exile	as	a	monk[216]			Romanos	IIῬωμανὸς	9	November	959	–	15	March	963(3	years,	4	months	and
6	days)	Son	of	Constantine	VII	and	grandson	of	Romanos	I;	co-emperor	since	6	April	945	938	–	15	March	963(aged	24/25)Reconquered	Crete	in	961.	Died	of	exhaustion	on	a	hunting	trip[217]	Non-contemporary	Nikephoros	II	PhokasΝικηφόρος	16	August	963	–	11	December	969(6	years,	3	months	and	25	days)	General;	proclaimed	emperor	on	2	July
963	against	the	unpopular	Joseph	Bringas	(regent	for	the	young	sons	of	Romanos	II),	entered	Constantinople	on	16	August	963.	Married	Theophano,	the	widow	of	Romanos	II	c.	912	–	11	December	969(aged	approx.	57)Reconquered	Cilicia	&	Antioch.	Murdered	in	a	conspiracy	involving	his	former	supporters	(including	John	I	Tzimiskes)	and
Theophano[218]	Non-contemporary	John	I	TzimiskesἸωάννης	11	December	969	–	10	January	976(6	years	and	30	days)	Nephew	of	Nikephoros	II,	took	his	place	as	senior	co-emperor	c.	925	–	10	January	976(aged	approx.	50)Reconquered	Eastern	Thrace	from	the	First	Bulgarian	Empire.	Possibly	poisoned	by	Basil	Lekapenos[219]	Basil	II	"the	Bulgar-
Slayer"Βασίλειος	10	January	976	–	15	December	1025(49	years,	11	months	and	5	days)	Son	of	Romanos	II;	co-emperor	since	22	April	960,	briefly	reigned	as	senior	emperor	in	March–August	963.	Succeeded	as	senior	emperor	upon	the	death	of	John	I	958	–	15	December	1025(aged	67)The	longest-reigning	emperor;	best	known	for	his	reconquest	of
Bulgaria.	Died	of	natural	causes[220]	Constantine	VIIIΚωνσταντῖνος	15	December	1025	–	12	November	1028(2	years,	10	months	and	28	days)	Son	of	Romanos	II	and	brother	of	Basil	II;	co-emperor	since	30	March	962	960	–	12	November	1028(aged	68)De	jure	longest-reigning	emperor.	Died	of	natural	causes[221]	Non-contemporary	Romanos	III
ArgyrosῬωμανὸς	12	November	1028	–	11	April	1034(5	years,	4	months	and	30	days)	Husband	of	Zoë,	a	daughter	of	Constantine	VIII	c.	968	–	11	April	1034(aged	approx.	66)Temporarily	reconquered	Edessa	in	1031.	Possibly	drowned	on	Zoë's	orders[222]	Non-contemporary	Michael	IV	"the	Paphlagonian"Μιχαὴλ	12	April	1034	–	10	December
1041(7	years,	7	months	and	28	days)	Lover	of	Zoë,	made	emperor	after	their	marriage	following	Romanos	III's	death	c.	1010	–	10	December	1041(aged	approx.	31)Died	of	epilepsy[223]	Non-contemporary	Michael	V	"Kalaphates"Μιχαὴλ	13	December	1041	–	21	April	1042(4	months	and	8	days)	Nephew	and	designated	heir	of	Michael	IV,	proclaimed
emperor	by	Zoë	three	days	after	Michael	IV's	death	c.	1015	–	unknownDeposed	in	a	popular	uprising	after	attempting	to	sideline	Zoë,	blinded	and	forced	to	become	a	monk[224]	Zoë	PorphyrogenitaΖωή	21	April	–	11	June	1042(1	month	and	21	days)	Daughter	of	Constantine	VIII	and	widow	of	Romanos	III	and	Michael	IV.	Ruled	in	her	own	right	from
Michael	V's	deposition	until	her	marriage	to	Constantine	IX.	c.	978	–	1050(aged	approx.	72)Died	of	natural	causes[225]	Theodora	PorphyrogenitaΘεοδώρα	21	April	–	11	June	1042(1	month	and	21	days)	Daughter	of	Constantine	VIII	and	sister	of	Zoë,	proclaimed	co-empress	during	the	revolt	that	deposed	Michael	V	c.	980	–	31	August	1056(aged	approx.
76)Sidelined	after	Zoë's	marriage	to	Constantine	IX,	returned	to	the	throne	in	1055[226]	Constantine	IX	MonomachosΚωνσταντῖνος	Μονομάχος[aa]	11	June	1042	–	11	January	1055(12	years	and	7	months)	Husband	of	Zoë,	crowned	the	day	after	their	marriage	c.	1006	–	11	January	1055(aged	approx.	49)Died	of	natural	causes[228]	Theodora
PorphyrogenitaΘεοδώρα(second	reign)	11	January	1055	–	31	August	1056(1	year,	7	months	and	20	days)	Claimed	the	throne	again	after	Constantine	IX's	death	as	the	last	living	member	of	the	Macedonian	dynasty	c.	980	–	31	August	1056(aged	approx.	76)Died	of	natural	causes[226]			Non-contemporary	Michael	VI	Bringas	"Stratiotikos"Μιχαήλ[aa]	22
August	1056	–	30	August	1057(1	year	and	8	days)	Proclaimed	emperor	by	Theodora	on	her	deathbed	980s/990s	–	c.	1057(in	his	sixties)Deposed	in	a	revolt,	retired	to	a	monastery	and	died	soon	afterwards[229]	Non-contemporary	Isaac	I	KomnenosἸσαάκιος	Κομνηνός	1	September	1057	–	22	November	1059(2	years,	2	months	and	21	days)	General,
proclaimed	emperor	on	8	June	1057	in	opposition	to	Michael	VI	c.	1007	–	31	May/1	June	1060(aged	approx.	53)Abdicated	to	Constantine	X	due	to	illness	and	hostile	courtiers,	became	a	monk[230]	Main	articles:	Doukas	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Doukas	dynasty			(§)	–	Varying	ascribed	status[ab]	Doukas	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession
Life	details	Constantine	X	DoukasΚωνσταντῖνος	Δούκας	23	November	1059	–	23	May	1067(7	years	and	6	months)	Designated	as	emperor	by	Isaac	I	Komnenos	during	his	abdication	c.	1006	–	23	May	1067(aged	approx.	61)Lost	nearly	all	Italian	territories	to	the	Normans.	Died	of	natural	causes[231]	Eudokia	MakrembolitissaΕὐδοκία	Μακρεμβολίτισσα
(§)	23	May	–	31	December	1067(7	months	and	8	days)	Widow	of	Constantine	X;	either	regent	on	behalf	of	their	sons	or	co-ruler	alongside	them	until	her	marriage	to	Romanos	IV.	Briefly	resumed	her	regency	in	September	1071	c.	1030	–	after	1078Became	a	nun	in	November	1071	and	later	died	of	natural	causes[232]	Non-contemporary	Romanos	IV
DiogenesῬωμανὸς	Διογένης	1	January	1068	–	26	August	1071(3	years,	7	months	and	25	days)with	Leo	and	Nikephoros	Diogenes	(c.	1070–71)[s][ac]	Husband	of	Eudokia.	Regent	and	senior	co-emperor	together	with	Constantine	X's	and	Eudokia's	children	c.	1032	–	4	August	1072(aged	approx.	40)Captured	at	Manzikert	by	the	Seljuk	Turks.	After	his
release	blinded	on	29	June	1072	by	John	Doukas,	later	dying	of	his	wounds[234]	Michael	VII	Doukas	"Parapinakes"Μιχαὴλ	Δούκας	1	October	1071	–	24/31	March	1078(6	years,	5	months	and	23/30	days)with	Konstantios	(1060–1078),	Andronikos	(1068–1070s)	and	Constantine	Doukas	(1074–78;	1st	time)[s]	Son	of	Constantine	X;	made	co-emperor	in
1060	with	Eudokia	and	Romanos	IV.	Proclaimed	sole	emperor	after	Romanos'	defeat	at	the	Battle	of	Manzikert	c.	1050	–	c.	1090(aged	approx.	40)Lost	nearly	all	of	Anatolia	to	the	Turks.	Forced	to	become	a	monk	after	a	popular	uprising.	Died	of	natural	causes	several	years	later[235]			Nikephoros	III	BotaneiatesΝικηφόρος	Βοτανειάτης	3	April	1078	–
1	April	1081(2	years,	11	months	and	29	days)	General;	revolted	against	Michael	VII	on	2	July	or	2	October	1077	and	entered	Constantinople	on	27	March	or	3	April.	Married	Maria	of	Alania,	the	former	wife	of	Michael	VII	1001/1002	–	c.	1081(aged	approx.	80)Abdicated	after	Alexios	I	captured	Constantinople,	became	a	monk	and	died	of	natural
causes,	probably	later	in	the	same	year[236]	Main	articles:	Komnenos	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Komnenos	dynasty	Komnenos	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Alexios	I	KomnenosἈλέξιος	Κομνηνός	1	April	1081	–	15	August	1118(37	years,	4	months	and	14	days)with	Constantine	Doukas(1081–1087;	2nd	time)[s][ad]	Nephew
of	Isaac	I,	also	husband	of	Irene	Doukaina,	a	grand-niece	of	Constantine	X.	General;	revolted	against	Nikephoros	III	on	14	February	1081.	Seized	Constantinople	on	1	April;	crowned	on	4	April	c.	1057	–	15	August	1118(aged	approx.	61)Started	the	Crusades	&	the	reconquest	of	Anatolia.	Died	of	natural	causes[238]	John	II	Komnenos"the	Good"Ἰωάννης
Κομνηνός	15	August	1118	–	8	April	1143(24	years,	7	months	and	24	days)with	Alexios	the	Younger(1119–1142)[s]	Son	of	Alexios	I,	co-emperor	since	about	September	1092	13	September	1087	–	8	April	1143(aged	55)Reconquered	most	of	Anatolia	by	the	time	of	his	death.	Died	of	injuries	sustained	in	a	hunting	accident,	possibly	assassinated	(perhaps
involving	Raymond	of	Poitiers	or	supporters	of	Manuel	I)[239]	Manuel	I	Komnenos"the	Great"Μανουὴλ	Κομνηνός	8	April	1143	–	24	September	1180(37	years,	5	months	and	16	days)	Youngest	son	and	allegedly	designated	heir	of	John	II	on	his	deathbed,	crowned	in	November	1143	after	a	few	months	of	having	to	establish	his	rights	28	November	1118
–	24	September	1180(aged	61)Last	emperor	to	attempt	reconquests	in	the	west.	Died	of	natural	causes[240]	Uncertain[ae]	Alexios	II	KomnenosἈλέξιος	Κομνηνός	24	September	1180	–	c.	September	1183(3	years)	Son	of	Manuel	I;	co-emperor	since	1171	14	September	1169	–	c.	September	1183(aged	14)Strangled	on	the	orders	of	Andronikos	I,	body
thrown	in	the	sea[244]	Non-contemporary	Andronikos	I	KomnenosἈνδρόνικος	Κομνηνός	c.	September	1183	–	12	September	1185(2	years)with	John	Komnenos(1183–1185)[s]	Son	of	Isaac	Komnenos,	a	son	of	Alexios	I.	Overthrew	the	regency	of	Alexios	II	in	April	1182,	crowned	co-emperor	in	1183	and	shortly	thereafter	had	Alexios	II	murdered	c.
1118/1120	–	12	September	1185(aged	64–67)Overthrown	by	Isaac	II,	tortured	and	mutilated	in	the	imperial	palace,	then	slowly	dismembered	alive	by	a	mob	in	the	Hippodrome[245]	Main	articles:	Angelos	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Angelos	dynasty	Angelos	dynasty	Portrait[af]	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Non-contemporary	Isaac	II
AngelosἸσαάκιος	Κομνηνός	Ἄγγελος	12	September	1185	–	8	April	1195(9	years,	6	months	and	27	days)	Great-grandson	of	Alexios	I.	Resisted	an	order	of	arrest	issued	by	Andronikos	I,	after	which	he	was	proclaimed	emperor	by	the	people	of	Constantinople.	Captured	and	killed	Andronikos	I	c.	1156	–	January	1204(aged	47)Suffered	the	loss	of	Bulgaria.
Overthrown	and	blinded	by	Alexios	III	in	1195,	reinstalled	in	1203[246]	Non-contemporary	Alexios	III	Angelos		Ἀλέξιος	Κομνηνός[ag]	8	April	1195	–	17/18	July	1203(8	years,	3	months	and	10	days)	Elder	brother	of	Isaac	II,	overthrew	and	blinded	his	brother	c.	1153	–	1211/1212(aged	approx.	58)Fled	after	brief	resistance	against	the	Fourth	Crusade.
Died	a	natural	death	after	being	captured	and	forced	to	become	a	monk	by	Theodore	I[248]	Non-contemporary	Alexios	IV	AngelosἈλέξιος	Ἄγγελος	19	July	1203	–	27	January	1204(6	months	and	8	days)	Son	of	Isaac	II,	overthrew	Alexios	III	with	the	help	of	the	crusaders	as	part	of	the	Fourth	Crusade,	then	named	co-emperor	alongside	his	blinded	father
c.	1182/1183	–	c.	8	February	1204(aged	approx.	21)Deposed	and	imprisoned	by	Alexios	V,	then	strangled	in	prison[249]	Non-contemporary	Isaac	II	AngelosἸσαάκιος	Κομνηνός	Ἄγγελος(second	reign)	19	July	1203	–	27	January	(?)	1204(6	months	and	8	days)	Freed	from	imprisonment	during	the	Fourth	Crusade	by	courtiers	and	reinstated	as	ruler	after
Alexios	III	abandoned	the	defense	of	Constantinople	c.	1156	–	January	1204(aged	47)Became	senile	or	demented	and	died	of	natural	causes	around	the	time	of	Alexios	V's	coup[246]			Non-contemporary	Alexios	V	Doukas	"Mourtzouphlos"Ἀλέξιος	Δούκας	27/28	January	–	12	April	1204(2	months	and	16	days)	Seized	power	through	a	palace	coup,	son-in-
law	of	Alexios	III.	c.	1139	–	c.	late	November	1204(aged	approx.	65)Fled	during	the	sack	of	Constantinople.	Blinded	by	Alexios	III,	later	captured	by	crusader	Thierry	de	Loos	and	thrown	from	the	Column	of	Theodosius[250]	Main	articles:	Laskaris	and	Empire	of	Nicaea	Note:	Roman	rule	in	Constantinople	was	interrupted	with	the	capture	and	sack	of
the	city	by	the	crusaders	in	1204,	which	led	to	the	establishment	of	the	Frankokratia.	Though	the	crusaders	created	a	new	line	of	Latin	emperors	in	the	city,	modern	historians	recognize	the	line	of	emperors	of	the	Laskaris	dynasty,	reigning	in	Nicaea,	as	the	legitimate	Roman	emperors	during	the	struggle	for	Constantinople	because	the	Nicene
Empire	eventually	retook	the	city.[23]	For	other	lines	of	claimant	emperors,	see	List	of	Trapezuntine	emperors	and	List	of	Thessalonian	emperors.	Laskaris	dynasty	Portrait[af]	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Non-contemporary	Theodore	I	LaskarisΘεόδωρος	Κομνηνὸς	Λάσκαρις	c.	May	1205	–	November	1221(16	years	and	6	months)with	Nicholas
Laskaris	(c.	1208–1210)[ah]	Husband	of	Anna	Komnene	Angelina,	a	daughter	of	Alexios	III.	Organized	resistance	against	the	Latin	Empire	in	Nicaea	and	proclaimed	emperor	in	1205	after	the	Battle	of	Adrianople;	crowned	by	Patriarch	Michael	IV	on	6	April	1208.	c.	1174	–	November	1221(aged	approx.	47)Died	of	natural	causes[252]	Non-
contemporary	John	III	VatatzesἸωάννης	Δούκας	Βατάτζης	c.	December	1221	–	3	November	1254(32	years	and	11	months)	Husband	of	Irene	Laskarina,	a	daughter	of	Theodore	I	c.	1192	–	3	November	1254(aged	approx.	62)Started	Nicaean	expansionism.	Died	of	natural	causes[253]	Theodore	II	LaskarisΘεόδωρος	Δούκας	Λάσκαρις	3	November	1254	–
16	August	1258(3	years,	9	months	and	13	days)	Son	of	John	III	and	grandson	of	Theodore	I,	co-emperor	since	about	1235	November	1221	–	16	August	1258(aged	36)Died	of	epilepsy[254]	Non-contemporary	John	IV	LaskarisἸωάννης	Δούκας	Λάσκαρις	16	August	1258	–	25	December	1261(3	years,	4	months	and	9	days)	Son	and	co-emperor	of	Theodore
II	25	December	1250	–	c.	1305(aged	approx.	55)Blinded,	deposed	and	imprisoned	by	Michael	VIII	Palaiologos	in	1261,	died	in	captivity	several	decades	later[255]	Main	articles:	Palaiologos	and	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	Palaiologos	dynasty	Palaiologos	dynasty	Portrait	Name	Reign	Succession	Life	details	Michael	VIII	PalaiologosΜιχαὴλ	Δούκας
Ἄγγελος	Κομνηνὸς	Παλαιολόγος	1	January	1259	–	11	December	1282(23	years,	11	months	and	10	days)	Great-grandson	of	Alexios	III;	became	regent	for	John	IV	in	1258	and	crowned	co-emperor	in	1259.	Regained	Constantinople	on	25	July	1261,	entered	the	city	on	15	August.	Became	sole	ruler	after	deposing	John	IV	on	25	December	1224/1225	–	11
December	1282(aged	57/58)Died	of	dysentery[256]	Andronikos	II	PalaiologosἈνδρόνικος	Δούκας	Ἄγγελος	Κομνηνὸς	Παλαιολόγος	11	December	1282	–	24	May	1328(45	years,	5	months	and	13	days)with	Irene	(1303–1317,	in	Thessalonica)[ai]	Son	of	Michael	VIII;	named	co-emperor	shortly	after	1261,	crowned	on	8	November	1272	25	March	1259	–	13
February	1332(aged	72)Deposed	by	his	grandson	Andronikos	III	in	1328	and	became	a	monk,	dying	of	natural	causes	four	years	later[259]	Non-contemporary			Michael	IX	Palaiologos	(§)Μιχαὴλ	Δούκας	Ἄγγελος	Κομνηνὸς	Παλαιολόγος	21	May	1294	–	12	October	1320(26	years,	4	months	and	21	days)	Son	and	co-ruler	of	Andronikos	II,	named	co-
emperor	in	1281,	crowned	on	21	May	1294	17	April	1277/1278	–	12	October	1320(aged	42/43)Allegedly	died	of	grief	due	to	the	accidental	murder	of	his	second	son,	probably	died	of	natural	causes[260]	Andronikos	III	PalaiologosἈνδρόνικος	Δούκας	Ἄγγελος	Κομνηνός	Παλαιολόγος	24	May	1328	–	15	June	1341(13	years	and	22	days)	Son	of	Michael
IX,	named	co-emperor	between	1308	and	1313.	Fought	with	his	grandfather	Andronikos	II	for	power	from	April	1321	onwards.	Crowned	emperor	on	2	February	1325,	became	sole	emperor	after	deposing	Andronikos	II	25	March	1297	–	15	June	1341(aged	44)Last	Emperor	to	effectively	control	Greece.	Died	of	sudden	illness,	possibly	malaria[261]	John
V	PalaiologosΊωάννης	Κομνηνός	Παλαιολόγος	15	June	1341	–	16	February	1391(49	years,	8	months	and	1	day)	Details	15	June	1341	–	12	August	1376(35	years,	1	month	and	28	days)	1	July	1379	–	14	April	1390(10	years,	9	months	and	13	days)	17	September	1390	–	16	February	1391(4	months	and	30	days)	with	Anna	(1351–1365,	in	Thessalonica)[ai]
Son	of	Andronikos	III,	not	formally	crowned	until	19	November	1341.	Dominated	by	regents	until	1354,	faced	numerous	usurpations	and	civil	wars	throughout	his	long	reign	18	June	1332	–	16	February	1391(aged	58)Reigned	almost	50	years,	but	only	held	effective	power	for	33.	Lost	almost	all	territories	outside	Constantinople.	Died	of	natural
causes[262]	John	VI	KantakouzenosἸωάννης	Ἄγγελος	Κομνηνὸς	Παλαιολόγος	Καντακουζηνός	8	February	1347	–	10	December	1354(7	years,	10	months	and	2	days)with	Matthew	Kantakouzenos	(1353–1357)[s]	Related	to	the	Palaiologoi	through	his	mother.	Proclaimed	by	the	army	on	26	October	1341,	became	regent	and	senior	co-emperor	after	a
lengthy	civil	war	with	John	V's	mother,	Anna	of	Savoy.	Entered	Constantinople	on	8	February,	crowned	on	21	May	1347	c.	1295	–	15	June	1383(aged	approx.	88)Deposed	by	John	V	in	another	civil	war	and	retired,	becoming	a	monk.	Died	of	natural	causes	several	decades	later[263]	Non-contemporary	Andronikos	IV	PalaiologosἈνδρόνικος	Κομνηνός
Παλαιολόγος	12	August	1376	–	1	July	1379(2	years,	10	months	and	19	days)May	1381	–	June	1385(4	years,	in	Selymbria)	Son	of	John	V	and	grandson	of	John	VI;	named	co-emperor	and	heir	in	1352,	but	imprisoned	and	partially	blinded	after	a	failed	rebellion	in	May	1373.	Rebelled	again	and	successfully	deposed	his	father	in	1376;	not	formally
crowned	until	18	October	1377	11	April	1348	–	25/28	June	1385(aged	37)Deposed	by	John	V	in	1379;	fled	to	Galata	in	exile	but	was	restored	as	co-emperor	and	heir	in	May	1381,	ruling	over	Selymbria	and	the	coast	of	Marmara.	Rebelled	again	in	June	1385	but	died	shortly	thereafter[264]	Non-contemporary	John	VII	PalaiologosΊωάννης	Παλαιολόγος
June	1385	–	April	1390(4	years	and	10	months,	in	Selymbria)[aj]14	April	–	17	September	1390(5	months	and	3	days)late	1403	–	22	September	1408(5	years,	in	Thessalonica)with	Andronikos	V	Palaiologos	(1403–1407)[s]	Son	of	Andronikos	IV,	co-emperor	since	1377;	usurped	the	throne	from	John	V	in	1390.	Deposed	shortly	thereafter	but	granted
Thessalonica	by	Manuel	II	in	1403,	from	where	he	once	more	ruled	as	emperor	until	his	death	1370	–	22	September	1408(aged	38)Ruled	Constantinople	as	regent	in	1399–1403	during	Manuel	II's	absence.	Died	of	natural	causes[266]	Manuel	II	PalaiologosΜανουὴλ	Παλαιολόγος	Autumn	1382	–	April	1387(5	years,	in	Thessalonica)[ak]16	February
1391	–	21	July	1425(34	years,	4	months	and	5	days)	Son	of	John	V	and	grandson	of	John	VI;	co-emperor	since	25	September	1373	27	June	1350	–	21	July	1425(aged	74)Suffered	a	stroke	in	1422,	whereafter	the	government	was	run	by	his	son,	John	VIII.	Died	of	natural	causes[268]	John	VIII	PalaiologosΊωάννης	Παλαιολόγος	21	July	1425	–	31	October
1448(23	years,	4	months	and	10	days)	Son	of	Manuel	II;	co-emperor	by	1407	and	full	emperor	since	19	January	1421	18	December	1392	–	31	October	1448(aged	55)	Died	of	natural	causes[269]	Constantine	XI	PalaiologosΚωνσταντῖνος	Δραγάσης	Παλαιολόγος	6	January	1449	–	29	May	1453(4	years,	4	months	and	23	days)	Son	of	Manuel	II	and	favored
successor	of	his	brother	John	VIII.	Crowned	emperor	in	Mystras	on	6	January	1449,	entered	Constantinople	on	12	March.	8	February	1405	–	29	May	1453(aged	48)The	last	Roman	emperor.	Died	in	battle	at	the	fall	of	Constantinople.[270]	See	also:	Succession	of	the	Roman	Empire	and	Succession	to	the	Byzantine	Empire	Other	claims	to	the	Roman
imperial	title	Subject	Description	Roman	usurpers	(list)	Roman	usurpers	were	individuals	or	groups	of	individuals	who	obtained	or	tried	to	obtain	power	by	force	and	without	legitimate	legal	authority.	Usurpation	was	endemic	during	the	Roman	imperial	era,	especially	from	the	crisis	of	the	third	century	onwards,	when	political	instability	became	the
rule.	A	number	of	individuals	proclaimed	themselves	emperor	(or	were	proclaimed	or	appointed	as	emperor),	but	are	not	considered	as	legitimate	emperors	because	they	did	not	oust	the	ruling	emperor,	or	did	not	establish	control	of	the	whole	empire,	or	were	not	accepted	by	the	senate	or	other	imperial	colleagues.	Byzantine	usurpers	(list)	Holy
Roman	Emperors	(list)	The	Holy	Roman	Emperor	was	the	ruler	and	head	of	state	of	the	Holy	Roman	Empire.	Charlemagne	was	crowned	imperator	romanorum	("Emperor	of	the	Romans")	by	Pope	Leo	III	in	AD	800.	In	so	doing,	the	Pope	rejected	the	legitimacy	of	Empress	Irene.[271]	The	Byzantines	never	recognized	the	Holy	Roman	emperors	as
"Roman	emperors"	and	called	them	the	'emperor	(or	king)	of	the	Franks',	to	them	only	the	Byzantine	Senate	(successor	to	the	Roman	Senate)	and/or	the	Byzantine	military	(successor	to	the	Roman	military)	had	the	right	to	appoint	a	new	Roman	Emperor.	Likewise,	Western	Europeans	didn't	recognize	the	legitimacy	of	the	Byzantine	emperors	and
called	them	the	'emperor	of	the	Greeks'	or	the	'emperor	of	Constantinople'.	See	also:	Problem	of	two	emperors	Latin	Emperors	(list)	The	Latin	Emperor	was	the	ruler	of	the	Latin	Empire,	the	historiographical	convention	for	the	Crusader	realm,	established	in	Constantinople	after	the	Fourth	Crusade	(1204)	and	lasting	until	the	city	was	recovered	by
the	Byzantine	Greeks	in	1261.	Its	name	derives	from	its	Catholic	and	Western	European	("Latin")	nature.	The	empire,	whose	official	name	was	Imperium	Romaniae	(Latin:	"Empire	of	Romania"),	claimed	the	direct	heritage	of	the	Eastern	Roman	Empire,	which	had	most	of	its	lands	taken	and	partitioned	by	the	crusaders.	This	claim	however	was
disputed	by	the	Byzantine	Greek	successor	states,	the	Empire	of	Nicaea,	the	Empire	of	Trebizond	and	the	Despotate	of	Epirus.	Out	of	these	three,	the	Nicaeans	succeeded	in	displacing	the	Latin	emperors	in	1261	and	restored	the	Byzantine	Empire.	Trapezuntine	emperors	(list)	The	Trapezuntine	emperors	were	the	rulers	of	the	Empire	of	Trebizond,
one	of	the	successor	states	of	the	Byzantine	Empire	founded	after	the	Fourth	Crusade	in	1204,	until	its	fall	to	the	Ottoman	Empire	in	1461.	The	rulers	of	Trebizond	called	themselves	Megas	Komnenos	and	–	like	their	counterparts	in	the	other	two	Byzantine	successor	states,	the	Empire	of	Nicaea	and	the	Despotate	of	Epirus	–	initially	claimed
supremacy	as	"Emperor	and	Autocrat	of	the	Romans".	However,	after	Michael	VIII	Palaiologos	of	Nicaea	recaptured	Constantinople	in	1261,	the	Komnenian	use	of	the	style	"Emperor"	became	a	sore	point.	In	September	1282,	at	Constantinople,	John	II	of	Trebizond	relinquished	his	claim	and	accepted	the	title	despot.	His	successors	used	a	variant	of
the	imperial	title,	"Emperor	and	Autocrat	of	all	the	East,	the	Iberians,	and	the	Transmarine	Provinces"	until	the	Empire's	end	in	1461.[272]	Emperors	of	Thessalonica	(list)	The	emperors	of	Thessalonica	were	the	rulers	of	the	Empire	of	Thessalonica,	a	historiographic	term	to	refer	to	the	short-lived	state	centred	on	the	city	of	Thessalonica	between
1224	and	1246	(sensu	stricto	until	1242)	and	ruled	by	the	Komnenodoukas	of	Epirus.	Despots	of	Epirus	(list)	The	despot	of	Epirus	was	the	ruler	of	the	Despotate	of	Epirus,	one	of	the	successor	states	of	the	Byzantine	Empire	in	the	aftermath	of	the	Fourth	Crusade.	The	name	"Despotate	of	Epirus"	is	a	modern	historiographical	name	and	was	not	used
at	the	time.	Some	rulers	used	the	version	"despot	of	Romania"	(Romania	essentially	referring	to	the	territories	of	the	Roman	Empire,	i.e.	Byzantium)	or	"despot	of	the	Romans"	(claiming	rulership	over	the	Romans,	i.e.	the	Byzantines/Greeks).	Ottoman	sultans	(list)	Based	on	the	concept	of	right	of	conquest,	the	sultans	of	the	Ottoman	Empire	claimed	to
be	the	legitimate	Roman	Emperors,	in	succession	to	the	Byzantine	emperors	who	had	previously	ruled	from	Constantinople.	This	claim	was	recognized	by	the	Islamic	world,	but	was	never	recognized	by	the	Western	Europeans.	See	Ottoman	claim	to	Roman	succession	List	of	Roman	empresses	–	for	a	list	of	the	consorts	of	the	Roman	emperors	Burial
places	of	Roman	emperors	–	for	a	list	of	the	burial	places	of	the	Roman	emperors	List	of	Roman	consuls	–	for	a	list	of	the	consuls	who	held	power	during	the	Roman	Republic	and	who	continued	to	be	appointed	in	imperial	times	List	of	Roman	dictators	–	for	a	list	of	dictators	during	the	Roman	Republic	List	of	Roman	dynasties	–	for	a	list	of	the	many
dynasties	that	ruled	the	Roman	Empire	Family	tree	of	Roman	emperors	–	for	a	concise	family	tree	of	emperors	and	their	immediate	family	(27	BC–518	AD)	Family	tree	of	Byzantine	emperors	–	for	a	concise	family	tree	of	emperors	and	their	immediate	family	(337–1453)	^	The	term	basileus	eventually	replaced	augustus	as	the	official	title	of	the
emperor,	although	both	were	seen	as	equals	already	by	the	times	of	Constantine	I.[12]	^	The	Byzantine	Empire	is	universally	recognized	as	the	remnant,	continuation	or	later	stage	of	the	Roman	Empire.	There	is	no	universally	agreed	date	used	to	separate	the	ancient	Roman	and	"Byzantine"	empires,	with	proposed	dates	ranging	in	age	from	284	to
717.[13]	Some	authors	reject	the	term	"Byzantine"	entirely.[14]	^	Spain	was	lost	in	625[16]	and	Africa	in	698.[17]	A	large	portion	of	Italy	was	conquered	by	the	Lombards	already	under	Justinian	I's	successor,	Justin	II.[18]	Rome	and	its	surroundings	remained	under	imperial	control	until	756,	when	they	became	the	Papal	States,[19]	though	the	last
Italian	holdouts	were	not	lost	until	1071	with	the	fall	of	Bari.[20]	The	seventh	century	also	saw	much	of	the	empire's	eastern	and	southern	territories	lost	permanently	to	Arab	Muslim	conquests.[21]	^	There	is	no	generally-accepted	count	of	Roman	emperors	given	that	different	scholars	sometimes	include	and	omit	different	emperors	(see
Legitimacy).	This	list	includes	170	emperors,	8	of	whose	legitimacy	is	disputed	in	scholarship	(including	the	obscure	figure	of	Silbannacus,	whose	existence	and	role	are	shrouded	in	mystery,[22]	and	the	four	emperors	of	Nicaea,	who	are	often	seen	as	the	"legitimate"	emperors	during	the	interregnum	of	1204–1261),[23]	and	4	ruling	empresses	for	a
total	of	174	monarchs.	Also	included	are	35	junior	co-emperors,	3	of	whose	legitimacy	is	debated,	and	1	junior	co-empress	(Thekla).	All	in	all,	this	list	thus	includes	a	total	of	210	occupants	of	the	Roman	imperial	office.	^	This	was	one	of	the	titles	used	for	the	emperors	in	Constantinople	by	Ottoman	writers	prior	to	1453.[24]	^	Entries	also	include	the
regnal	name	of	each	emperor.	These	generally	differed	from	their	birth	name,	often	adopting	elements	from	the	previous	emperor.[46]	Augustus's	full	name	would	be	"Gaius	Julius	Caesar	Augustus"	according	to	Roman	naming	conventions	("Octavian"	was	a	nickname),	but	he	styled	himself	as	"Imperator	Caesar	Augustus",	treating	"Caesar"	as	a
family	name.[47]	Given	that	"Imperator"	was	only	a	victory	title,	it	will	be	omitted	from	the	emperors'	full	nomenclature.	^	The	conventional	date	for	the	Empire's	founding	is	27	BC,[48]	when	the	Senate	awarded	Octavian	the	title	and	name	Augustus	alongside	one	of	several	grants	of	power.[49]	Ancient	writers,	however,	give	him	a	rule	of	56	years.
[48]	He	became	de	facto	monarch	in	31	BC,	after	defeating	his	last	remaining	opposition	at	the	Battle	of	Actium.[50]	This	is	a	date	also	used	by	some	writers.[48]	Augustus	himself	dated	his	accession	to	legal	power	to	7	January	43	BC,	when	he	first	received	imperium.[49]	Later	that	year	he	became	consul	(19	August)	and	then	triumvir	(27	November)
alongside	Mark	Antony	and	Lepidus.	Augustus	thus	ruled	the	Roman	state	for	exactly	56	years,	but	only	40	as	"emperor".[49]	^	By	this	time,	'Caesar'	and	'Augustus'	are	regarded	less	as	personal	names	and	more	as	imperial	titles,	with	the	former	denoting	the	heir-apparent	and	the	latter	indicating	the	emperor	himself.[67]	^	a	b	The	junior	co-
emperors	marked	as	being	of	"varying	ascribed	status"	are	figures,	mostly	children,	who	are	usually	not	counted	as	"true"	emperors	given	their	submissive	status	to	the	senior	emperor,	but	are	still	present	in	some	lists	of	rulers.[42]	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	Unless	otherwise	noted	to	be	some	other	ambiguity,	the	emperors	marked	to	be	of	ambiguous	legitimacy
are	those	who	fulfill	one	or	more	of	the	inclusion	criteria	above,	but	who	are	not	universally	regarded	by	scholars	to	count	as	legitimate.	In	most	cases,	such	figures	are	those	who	held	power	only	briefly,	and/or	who	in	times	of	more	than	one	emperor	held	one	of	the	capitals	but	never	achieved	the	full	recognition	of	the	other	emperor(s).[81][82][failed
verification][83][84]	^	On	account	of	the	limited	surviving	source	material,	almost	all	dates	used	here	are	just	approximate.	The	chronology	of	the	whole	period	is	dubious	and	sources	rarely	agree	on	each	other,	in	part	due	to	the	fact	that	many	reigns	overlap	due	to	most	emperors	starting	as	rivals.	For	an	analysis	of	the	chronology,	see	Rea	1972,
Peachin	1990	and	Burgess	2014.	^	Unmentioned	in	literary	sources	and	known	only	from	two	coins	seemingly	issued	in	Rome,	implying	he	was	proclaimed	emperor	in	the	capital,	probably	between	Aemilianus	and	Valerian,	or	against	either.[99][100][101]	^	Made	caesar	by	his	father	and	only	referred	to	as	augustus	in	a	single	series	of	coins,	issued
while	he	was	besieged	in	Cologne	in	260.	Coinage	issued	after	his	death	lack	any	title;	probably	because	Gallienus	did	not	want	to	advertise	the	death	of	a	second	emperor	in	one	year.[104][105]	It	is	unclear	whether	his	acclamation	was	ever	recognized	(or	even	known)	by	Gallienus,	but	if	he	had	survived	it	would	surely	have	been	recognized	(like
Theodosius	II,	who	was	proclaimed	by	the	army	but	was	accepted	by	Gallienus).	^	The	chronology	of	Maximian's	career	is	disputed.	Some	authors	argue	that	he	was	promoted	to	augustus	without	ever	being	caesar,	as	claimed	by	many	others.	Another	possible	date	for	his	accession	as	emperor	(and	the	first	division	of	the	Roman	Empire)	is	13
December	285.[117]	^	a	b	Legitimately	appointed	as	co-emperor	by	Licinius,	though	as	western	emperor	(in	opposition	to	Constantine	I).	Referred	as	caesar	in	literary	sources,	but	called	augustus	in	coinage.	Did	not	actually	rule	anything	given	that	Licinius	did	not	control	the	west.[125]	^	Although	technically	recognized	by	Constantius	II,	who	even
sent	him	the	imperial	diadem,	Vetranio	is	often	regarded	as	a	usurper.[133]	^	From	the	fourth	century,	emperors	and	other	high-profile	men	of	non-aristocratic	birth	often	bore	the	name	"Flavius",	the	family	name	of	the	Constantinian	dynasty.	Because	it	was	often	used	as	a	status	marker	rather	than	personal	name,[137]	"Flavius"	will	generally	be
omitted	in	the	following	entries	for	simplicity.	^	Distinction	between	nomen,	praenomen	and	cognomen,	the	core	elements	of	Roman	naming	conventions,	began	to	fade	away	from	the	3rd	century	onwards.	Given	that	"new	Romans"	—that	is,	barbarians	turned	citizens—	adopted	the	names	of	their	masters,	many	citizens	adopted	the	names	Julius,
Flavius	(notable	the	Constantinians)	and	Marcus	Aurelius	(notable	the	3rd	century	emperors),	thus	making	them	obsolete	as	surnames.	As	a	result,	most	citizens	of	the	Empire,	even	emperors,	reverted	back	to	single-names	by	the	5th	century.[139]	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p	q	r	s	t	Although	they	constitutionally	held	the	same	supreme	power	as
their	senior	counterpart,	it	is	customary	among	scholars	of	the	later	empire	to	only	regard	those	who	actually	ruled	as	emperors,	omitting	junior	co-emperors	who	only	exercised	power	nominally	and	never	governed	in	their	own	name.	Most	of	these	co-emperors	were	children	that	barely	appear	in	historical	records.[144][145]	^	a	b	There	is	particular
confusion	surrounding	the	name	"Constantine	III",	as	it	has	been	applied	to	both	a	Western	(Constantine)	and	an	Eastern	emperor	(Heraclius	Constantine).	Heraclius	Constantine	is	often	enumerated	as	'Constantine	III',[182]	but	this	name	is	also	often	applied	to	the	earlier	western	emperor	and	has	also	been	used	for	Heraclius	Constantine's	son
Constans	II	(who	actually	ruled	under	the	name	'Constantine',	'Constans'	being	a	nickname).[183]	^	From	629	onwards,	Heraclius	issued	administrative	documents	in	Greek.[179]	Latin	continued	to	be	used	in	communication	with	Western	Europe	until	the	end	of	the	empire	and	coins	continued	to	be	struck	with	Latin	inscriptions	until	the	early	eighth
century.[180]	^	Tiberius	and	Heraclius	were	crowned	by	their	father	Constans	II	on	2	June	659,	likely	as	babies.	Constantine	tried	to	get	rid	of	his	brothers	as	soon	as	they	came	of	age,	but	the	army	rioted.	He	initially	accepted,	but	quickly	turn	against	the	leaders	of	the	revolt	and	executed	them.	Then,	around	October	681,	cut	the	noses	of	their
brothers,	a	common	Byzantine	punishment	that	disqualified	anyone	from	the	throne.[187]	^	Latin	ceased	being	used	in	coin	inscriptions	under	Leo	III.[180]	^	a	b	Most	of	miniature	portraits	used	for	the	9th	to	11th	centuries	are	not	contemporary,	but	taken	from	the	12th-century	Madrid	Skylitzes.	The	portrait	of	Nikephoros	I	is	taken	from	the
Manasses	Chronicle	(c.	1345),	while	the	portrait	of	Nikephoros	II	is	taken	from	a	15th-century	miniature	of	uncertain	origin.	All	of	these	portraits	are	almost	certainly	imaginary.	The	15th-century	Mutinensis	gr.	122	is	used	for	some	11th-century	emperors	with	no	surviving	portrait,	although	these	are	probably	imaginary	as	well.	^	Theodora's
daughter	Thekla	appears	to	have	been	formally	associated	with	Theodora	and	Michael	III	in	the	government	of	the	Empire,	although	almost	nothing	is	known	about	her	actual	role	during	her	mother's	rule.[208][209]	^	Son	of	Christopher	and	grandson	of	Romanos	I;	unattested	in	official	documents	and	only	briefly	mentioned	by	Michael	Psellos	and
Joannes	Zonaras.	He	was	probably	crowned	as	a	baby	but	died	shortly	after,	certainly	before	927.[215]	^	a	b	Emperors	began	to	officially	use	family	names	from	Constantine	IX	Monomachos	onwards.	The	sole	exception	after	Constantine	IX's	reign	is	Michael	VI,	whose	family	name	(Bringas)	was	far	less	distinguished	than	those	of	the	other	imperial
families	and	thus	does	not	appear	in	official	use.[227]	^	Some	historians	regard	Eudokia	as	an	empress	regnant,	while	others	consider	her	as	a	regent.	^	Unattested	in	official	documents;	Leo	is	only	called	emperor	in	a	singular	letter,	while	his	brother's	status	can	only	be	deduced	from	the	fact	that	he	was	born	in	the	purple	and	that	he	also	used	the
"imperial	tokens".[233]	^	Constantine	Doukas	notably	served	as	junior	co-emperor	of	two	emperors,	first	his	father	Michael	VII	and	then	Alexios	I,	who	briefly	restored	his	rights.	As	always,	this	was	only	symbolical,	as	Constantine	remained	a	minor	during	both	tenures,	having	been	crowned	as	a	newborn.	He	died	on	12	August	1094,	aged	around	20
years	old.[237]	^	The	identification	of	this	figure	from	Vat.	Gr.	1851	as	Alexios	II	is	by	Ioannis	Spatharakis.[241]	Other	historians	variously	identify	him	as	a	young	Andronikos	IV	Palaiologos[242]	or	Andronikos	II	Palaiologos.[243]	^	a	b	Many	of	the	miniature	portraits	used	for	the	late	Byzantine	period	are	not	contemporary,	but	taken	from	the	Codex
Mutinensis	graecus	122,	completed	c.	1425	and	expanded	after	1453.	The	codex	depicts	almost	every	single	Roman	emperor	from	Augustus	to	Constantine	XI,	but	only	the	later	portraits	are	considerable	reliable,	specially	those	of	the	Palaiologoi.	^	Alexios	III	used	the	name	Alexios	Komnenos	Angelos	(Ἀλέξιος	Κομνηνός	Ἄγγελος)	prior	to	his
accession	but	reigned	as	Alexios	Komnenos,	dropping	his	own	family	name	in	order	to	stress	his	matrilineal	descent	from	the	Komnenos	dynasty.[247]	^	Unattested	in	coins,	Nicholas	is	called	"emperor	and	heir"	in	a	single	document.	He	died	soon	after,	less	than	10	years	old.[251]	^	a	b	During	the	last	years	of	the	Empire,	the	territory	of
Thessalonica	was	effectively	ruled	as	separate	realm	from	Constantinople.	Two	empresses,	Irene	and	Anna,	took	residence	there,	even	having	their	own	courts	and	ruling	as	de	facto	empresses	regnant.	Anna	notably	ruled	in	Thessalonica	in	opposition	to	John	VI	Kantakouzenos,	who	later	recognized	her	portion	of	the	empire.[257][258]	^	John	VII
inherited	his	father's	lands	around	Selymbria	and,	as	per	a	1381	agreement	with	Andronikos	IV	that	legitimized	his	role	as	co-emperor	and	heir.	He	ruled	there	with	the	title	of	emperor	(basileus),	although	he	ruled	heavely	influenced	by	the	Ottomans	and	Genoese.[265]	^	Manuel,	who	previously	had	been	given	governorship	over	Thessalonica	and
had	already	been	crowned	co-emperor,	set	up	an	independent	court	and	ruled	there	as	basileus	instead	of	despotes.	Manuel	ruled	in	opposition	of	his	father's	soft	policies	towards	the	Ottomans,	waging	war	uppon	them.	However,	the	city	eventually	fell	and	Manuel	had	to	flee	in	shame.[267]	^	Mosshammer	2008,	pp.	342–343;	Kienast,	Eck	&	Heil,
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