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How	to	get	amended	tax	return

They	can	guide	you	on	the	reasonable	steps	to	take	to	rectify	the	situation	with	the	tax	office.	Their	expertise	can	ensure	your	returns	are	accurate	and	complete,	potentially	saving	you	from	future	amendments.	Before	diving	into	the	process,	it's	crucial	to	understand	why	you	might	need	to	amend	your	tax	return.	You	may	have	to	pay	more	tax	or	be
able	to	claim	a	refund.	How	you	do	this	depends	upon	the	HMRC’s	time	limit	and	how	you	had	originally	filed	it.Yes.	This	could	be	due	to	an	oversight	or	a	lack	of	reasonable	care	when	filing	your	tax	return.	They	can	provide	expert	advice	and	help	you	navigate	the	government’s	error	and	mistake	guidance.	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this
website	work.	You	must	wait	3	days	(72	hours)	after	filing	before	updating	your	return.	What	Happens	After	You	Submit	an	Amended	Tax	Return?	You	might	need	to	file	an	amended	tax	return	if	you	notice	errors	such	as	wrong	income	figures,	missed	deductions,	incorrect	expenses,	changes	to	your	personal	information,	or	any	discrepancies	that
affect	your	tax	calculation.	Time	Limits	for	Amending	a	Tax	Return	Knowing	the	timeframe	within	which	you	can	file	an	amended	tax	return	is	crucial.	In	case	your	software	provider	is	not	able	to	make	corrections,	you	would	have	to	contact	HMRC.This	depends	upon	what	corrections	are	you	making.	By	promptly	informing	HMRC	about	the	mistake,
you	demonstrate	‘reasonable	care’,	potentially	avoiding	penalties.	Ensure	you’re	editing	the	right	year	because	amending	the	wrong	tax	return	could	complicate	matters	further.	How	soon	can	you	amend	a	mistake	in	a	filed	tax	return?	If	you’ve	made	a	mistake	while	filing	your	tax	return	using	FreeAgent,	it’s	possible	to	unlock	the	…	Learn	how	to
amend	a	UK	tax	return,	correct	errors,	avoid	penalties,	and	claim	overpayment	relief	effectively.	Penalties	for	Deliberate	Errors	Deliberate	errors	in	your	self-assessment	tax	return	can	lead	to	severe	penalties.	If	you’ve	taken	‘reasonable	care’,	but	still	made	an	error,	HMRC	is	less	likely	to	impose	a	penalty.	It’s	important	to	take	advice	from	a
professional	tax	adviser	if	you	suspect	a	deliberate	error	has	been	made.	If	you’re	unsure,	consider	seeking	help	from	an	accountant	or	tax	adviser.	They	can	provide	expert	guidance	and	help	you	navigate	HM	Revenue	and	Custom’s	error	and	mistake	guidance.	It	will	also	include	any	interest	of	the	differential	amount	i.e.	either	interest	will	increase
the	tax	payable	or	increase	our	refund	amount.You	may	be	able	to	claim	a	tax	refund.	Sometimes,	errors	happen,	and	correcting	them	can	feel	daunting.	This	can	be	done	through,	In	case	of	refund,	HMRC	will	pay	any	refund	directly	into	your	bank	account	if	your	bank	details	are	included	in	your	tax	return.The	article	outlines	the	process	for
correcting	mistakes	on	your	self-assessment	tax	return,	including	how	to	amend	it	online	within	12	months	of	the	filing	deadline.	If	you’re	found	to	have	been	careless,	you	may	face	a	penalty,	even	if	it’s	an	honest	mistake.	This	update/amendment	can	be	done	through	either	online	or	by	sending	another	paper	return.	Perhaps	you’ve	realised	that
you’ve	made	a	careless	error	or	inaccuracy	in	your	self-assessment.	This	will	ensure	you	don’t	forget	to	amend	your	tax	return.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	HMRC	has	discretionary	power	to	make	amendments	to	a	return	outside	the	standard	time	limits	in	some	cases,	especially	if	it’s	within	the	taxpayer’s	favour.	Is	it	time	to	fix	a
mistake	on	your	tax	return?	Remember,	it’s	always	wise	to	seek	help	from	an	accountant	or	tax	adviser	if	you’re	unsure	about	any	aspect	of	your	tax	return.	In	this	blog,	we’ll	delve	into	the	complexities	of	amending	a	tax	return,	from	understanding	the	need	for	amendments	to	the	types	of	inaccuracies	that	can	occur.	Estimate	how	much	you’ve	over
or	underpaid.	However,	amending	your	tax	return	in	the	UK	doesn’t	have	to	be	an	overwhelming	task	if	you	know	the	right	steps	to	follow.	When	you	discover	an	error	or	omission	on	a	previously	submitted	tax	return,	you’ll	need	to	file	an	amended	tax	return.	For	amending	you	can	follow	the	steps	provided	by	HMRC	in	HMRC	guidelines.However,
you	must	wait	72	hours	after	filing	before	amending	your	online	filed	tax	return.If	you	have	filed	your	tax	return	through	commercial	software,	then	you	will	have	to	contact	your	software	provider	for	help	correcting	your	tax	return.	How	Far	Back	Can	You	Amend	a	Tax	Return?	This	includes	proof	that	you’ve	paid	tax	through	self-assessment	for	the
relevant	period	and	a	signed	declaration	stating	that	the	details	you’ve	given	are	correct.	If	the	correction	reduces	your	tax	bill,	you	may	receive	a	refund.	Correction	of	Errors	in	Tax	Returns	The	process	of	correcting	errors,	whether	they’re	on	online	or	paper	tax	returns,	is	crucial	to	avoid	potential	penalties	from	HM	Revenue	and	Customs	(HMRC).
Include	the	tax	year	you’re	correcting,	why	you	think	you’ve	paid	too	much	or	too	little	tax,	and	how	much	you	think	you’ve	over	or	underpaid.	If	after	this	you	realised	that	you	have	made	a	mistake,	you	can	still	amend	your	tax	return.	Learn	how	to	confidently	file	an	amended	tax	return	in	the	UK.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how
you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	Step-by-Step	Guide	to	Filing	an	Amended	Tax	Return	Filing	an	amended	tax	return	can	seem	complex,	but	breaking	it	down	into	manageable	steps	can	simplify	the	process.	In	such	cases,	it’s	crucial	to	update	your	tax	details	to	avoid	potential	penalties.	Gather	Necessary
Documentation	Before	starting	the	amendment	process,	gather	all	essential	documents.	These	are	known	as	errors	made	despite	taking	reasonable	care.	If	you’ve	overpaid	or	underpaid,	update	your	tax	bill	promptly.	Careless	Errors	Careless	errors	in	tax	returns	often	occur	when	individuals	fail	to	take	reasonable	steps	to	ensure	the	accuracy	of	their
information.	It	can	happen	to	the	best	of	us.	Revise	the	figures	and	information	so	that	your	tax	return	accurately	reflects	your	financial	activities	for	that	year.	You	can	check	when	you	can	expect	a	reply	from	HMRC.	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	Deliberate	Errors	Deliberate	errors	in	tax	returns	are	a	serious	matter.	If
you	filed	a	paper	return,	you’ll	need	to	send	a	paper	amendment	(known	as	an	SA200)	to	HMRC,	so	ensure	you	have	the	correct	forms	and	instructions.	Once	you’ve	unlocked	the	return,	you	make	the	changes	and	then	re-file	your	amended	tax	return	to	HMRC	from	FreeAgent.	Remember,	missing	the	deadline	for	amendments	can	lead	to
complications,	so	it’s	always	advisable	to	seek	professional	advice	if	you’re	unsure.	Potential	Challenges	and	Solutions	Filing	an	amended	tax	return	might	not	always	go	smoothly.	What	Does	‘Reasonable	Care’	Mean	When	Amending	a	Tax	Return?	Always	consult	a	tax	adviser	for	professional	advice	on	these	matters.	If	these	information	aren’t
included	in	your	letter	your	claim	will	be	rejected.	If	you	filed	using	pen	and	paper	If	you	filed	your	tax	return	to	HMRC	using	pen	and	paper,	you’ll	need	to	print	a	new	tax	return	form	and	mark	the	corrections	clearly,	using	the	instructions	on	HMRC’s	website.	Understanding	HMRC‘s	error	and	mistake	guidance	can	be	your	lifeline.	If	you	missed	the
deadline	to	amend	tax	return	then	you	will	need	to	write	to	HMRC,	you	won’t	be	able	to	amend	through	online.This	also	applies	if	you	want	to	amend	the	tax	return	from	an	earlier	tax	year.You	will	also	need	to	write	to	HMRC	a	letter	mentioning	unreported	income	in	your	tax	return	and	claiming	overpayment	relief	(in	case	if	you	think	you	have
overpaid	tax)Overpayment	relief	can	be	claimed	up	to	4	years	after	the	end	of	the	tax	year	it	relates	to.	You	should	then	send	the	corrected	tax	return	to	HMRC	in	the	post.	This	could	be	a	deliberate	misstatement	of	income,	expenses,	or	other	details.	You	will	also	need	to	prove	that	you	have	already	paid	tax	for	the	relevant	tax	yar	through	self-
assessment	process.You	also	need	to	outline	how	you	wish	to	receive	your	refund	(i.e.	bank	transfer,	cheque,	etc.)	and	the	relevant	details	HMRC	will	need	to	pay	you.The	way	you	make	changes	to	a	previously	filed	tax	return	depends	upon	the	way	how	you	initially	submitted	it.	What	is	Amended	Tax	Returns	Before	diving	into	how	to	file	an	amended
tax	return	in	the	UK,	it’s	vital	to	understand	what	exactly	an	amended	tax	return	is.	Ensure	all	figures	add	up	and	match	supporting	documentation.	You	file	your	Self	Assessment	tax	return	to	HMRC	before	the	deadline	and	then	realise	that	you	made	a	mistake	on	one	of	the	forms.	Your	tax	bill	will	be	updated	based	on	what	you	report.	These
inaccuracies,	whether	they	stem	from	a	simple	misunderstanding	or	a	deliberate	misstatement,	can	have	significant	implications.	If	you’re	making	a	claim	for	overpayment	relief,	include	additional	information:	It’s	crucial	to	get	help	with	your	tax	if	you’re	unsure	about	anything.	If	you	are	making	amendment	for	the	forgotten	income,	your	tax	bill
might	go	up.	Having	all	the	necessary	information	upfront	will	streamline	the	correction	process.	But	this	also	means	that	you	are	being	proactive	about	correcting	your	mistake	and	so	you	are	likely	to	avoid	any	penalties	that	you	can	get	if	HMRC	discovers	your	undeclared	income	themselves.But	if	your	amended	return	gives	HMRC	new	information
which	helps	you	claim	a	refund,	then	you’ll	be	due	a	nice	cheque	in	the	mail,	or	a	reduction	of	your	next	tax	bill.Your	tax	bill	would	be	updated	within	3	days	of	your	tax	return	update.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	Once	satisfied,	submit	the	amendment.	The	period	of	discovery	for	amending	tax
returns	can	vary.	Stay	Updated	on	Tax	Regulations	Tax	laws	and	allowances	can	change.	This	section	will	delve	into	the	specifics	of	how	to	amend	a	tax	return,	providing	you	with	the	necessary	guidance	to	rectify	any	mistakes.	These	are	not	mere	careless	inaccuracies	but	intentional	attempts	to	pay	less	tax	or	claim	overpayment	relief	unjustly.	This
process	ensures	your	taxes	accurately	reflect	your	financial	situation,	helping	avoid	penalties	or	interest	due	to	inaccuracies.	Your	accountant	can	also	make	these	changes	in	FreeAgent	on	your	behalf.	Whether	it’s	a	careless	error	or	a	deliberate	misstatement,	taking	reasonable	steps	to	amend	your	tax	return	can	save	you	from	unnecessary	stress
and	financial	burden.	This	can	be	done	through	simple	process	devised	by	HMRC.	HMRC	expects	taxpayers	to	take	reasonable	care	when	completing	their	tax	returns.	However,	if	you	discover	an	error	after	submitting	your	return	and	fail	to	inform	HMRC,	this	could	be	seen	as	a	careless	error.	In	some	cases,	you	may	be	able	to	resolve	the	issue
through	alternative	dispute	resolution.	Delays	in	Processing	Delays	can	occur,	especially	if	your	amendment	is	complex.	Receiving	a	Refund	or	Paying	Additional	Tax	If	your	amendment	results	in	a	refund,	HMRC	will	adjust	your	account	and	process	the	refund,	usually	through	bank	transfer.	Conclusion	filing	an	amended	tax	return	in	the	UK	is	a
process	you	can	handle	confidently	when	armed	with	the	right	knowledge.	There	is,	however,	a	deadline	for	correcting	any	mistakes:	one	year	after	the	online	filing	deadline	of	the	tax	return	that	you	want	to	correct.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	Keep	Records	Always	keep	records	of	your	amended	return	and	any	correspondence	with	HMRC.
They	can	guide	you	on	how	to	correct	the	mistake	without	further	complication.	It’s	important	to	note	that	these	errors	are	not	due	to	carelessness	or	deliberate	misstatement.	You	can	find	step-by-step	instructions	on	how	to	do	this	in	our	Knowledge	Base.	How	to	Correct	Errors	on	Online	Tax	Returns	Correcting	errors	on	your	online	tax	returns	is	a
straightforward	process.	An	accountant	or	tax	adviser	can	provide	valuable	guidance	to	avoid	any	further	errors	and	mistakes.	It	helps	to	have	fresh	eyes	look	over	the	return	to	catch	any	inconsistencies	or	misplaced	figures.	It	could	be	income,	deductions,	or	personal	details.	Navigate	to	the	Correct	Tax	Year	Once	logged	in,	navigate	to	the
appropriate	tax	year	for	the	return	you	want	to	amend.	We’ll	also	guide	you	through	the	correction	regime,	the	penalties	for	careless	or	deliberate	errors,	and	how	far	back	you	can	amend	a	tax	return.	The	severity	of	these	penalties	often	depends	on	the	nature	of	the	mistake	on	your	tax	return	and	the	amount	of	extra	tax	due.	File	on	Paper:	If	you’re
not	comfortable	with	online	systems,	you	can	always	file	on	paper.	Don’t	miss	the	deadline	for	submitting	your	tax	return.	Generally,	if	you’ve	taken	reasonable	steps	to	avoid	errors,	you	can	amend	a	return	up	to	four	years	after	the	end	of	the	tax	year	it	relates	to.	Anticipating	possible	hiccups	can	help	you	prepare	better.	Consider	Professional	Help	If
your	tax	situation	is	complex,	consider	hiring	a	professional	accountant	or	tax	advisor.	Don’t	let	a	careless	error	or	inaccuracy	cost	you	more	than	it	should.	This	means	checking	and	double-checking	all	the	information	you	provide	to	ensure	it’s	accurate.	These	mistakes	can	range	from	simple	mathematical	errors	to	more	complex	issues	like	incorrect
deductions	or	misinterpretation	of	tax	laws.	You	can	correct	a	tax	return	within	12	months	of	the	Self	Assessment	deadline.	Here	are	some	practical	tips:	Double-Check	Before	Submitting	Before	you	hit	the	submit	button,	double-check	every	entry.	After	submitting	your	amended	tax	return,	it	might	take	some	time	for	HMRC	to	process	the	changes.
Even	the	most	meticulous	among	us	can	make	a	mistake	on	our	self-assessment	tax	returns.But	what	happens	when	you	realise	you’ve	paid	more	tax	than	you	should	have,	or	worse,	not	enough?	Understanding	the	different	types	of	inaccuracies	is	the	first	step	towards	ensuring	your	tax	return	is	as	accurate	as	possible.	They	can	happen	due	to	a
variety	of	reasons,	such	as	a	misunderstanding	of	complex	tax	laws	or	a	glitch	in	the	computer	system	used	to	file	the	return.	The	error	correction	regime	is	in	place	to	handle	such	situations.	Instead,	the	money	will	be	deducted	from	the	tax	you	owe.If	you	have	already	claimed	tax	refund,	the	status	of	your	refund	may	show	as	pending	in	your	online
tax	account	which	means	that	refund	has	been	initiated/created	but	still	needs	to	be	approved	and	paid.If	it	occurs	that	after	the	amendment	you	need	to	pay	more	tax,	then	the	updated	bill	on	your	statement	within	government	gateway	account	will	show	the	deadline	for	paying	as	well	as	any	effect	that	this	will	make	on	payments	on	account	you
need	to	make.You	will	be	sent	an	updated	bill	by	HMRC.	These	are	due	if	the	error	results	in	you	paying	less	tax	than	you	should	for	the	tax	year	in	question.	Use	Government	Gateway:	This	online	system	allows	you	to	manage	your	tax	account	and	can	help	you	keep	track	of	deadlines.	It’s	crucial	to	take	reasonable	care	when	updating	your	tax	details
to	avoid	such	consequences.	This	includes	your	original	tax	return,	supporting	documents	such	as	receipts	or	proof	of	payment,	bank	statements,	and	any	new	information	that	affects	the	amendments.	Correct	errors,	avoid	penalties,	and	stay	compliant	with	this	comprehensive	guide.	HMRC’s	error	correction	regime	is	stringent,	and	if	they	find
you’ve	knowingly	provided	false	information,	you	could	face	a	hefty	tax	bill.	Here’s	a	comprehensive	guide	to	help	you	make	the	amendments	correctly.	While	the	idea	of	revisiting	your	tax	paperwork	may	not	be	the	most	exciting	task,	it	is	one	of	the	necessary	steps	to	ensure	accuracy	and	compliance	with	tax	regulations.	Remember,	it’s	about	getting
it	right	for	your	peace	of	mind	and	financial	health.	It's	important	to	make	these	corrections	as	soon	as	possible	to	avoid	penalties	or	interest	charges.Contact	us	today	for	efficient	and	hassle-free	assistance.	Here’s	a	simple	step-by-step	guide:	It’s	crucial	to	double-check	your	entries	to	avoid	any	further	mistakes.	Choose	the	tax	year	of	the	Self
Assessment	tax	return	that	you	want	to	edit.	They	occur	when	an	individual	knowingly	and	intentionally	provides	false	information	on	their	tax	return.	Penalties	for	Inaccuracies	in	Tax	Returns	Whether	it’s	a	careless	error	or	a	deliberate	misstatement,	HMRC	has	a	system	in	place	to	penalise	inaccuracies.	You	typically	have	12	months	from	the
original	filing	deadline	to	amend	a	return	—	for	example,	if	your	tax	return	was	due	on	January	31,	2025,	you	have	until	January	31,	2026,	to	make	any	amendments.	How	to	Avoid	Missing	the	Amendment	Deadline	Set	Reminders:	Use	digital	tools	to	set	reminders	for	the	amendment	deadline.	Errors	Made	Despite	Taking	Reasonable	Care	Even	the
most	diligent	taxpayers	can	make	mistakes	on	their	tax	returns.	Explain	why	you	think	you’ve	paid	too	much	or	too	little	tax.	Penalties	for	Careless	Errors	Careless	errors	in	your	self-assessment	tax	return	can	lead	to	penalties.	This	type	of	inaccuracy	occurs	when	you’ve	taken	all	reasonable	steps	to	ensure	the	accuracy	of	your	tax	return,	yet	an	error
still	slips	through.	This	practice	will	help	manage	any	future	disputes	and	serve	as	a	reference	for	future	tax	returns.	Therefore,	it’s	always	advisable	to	take	advice	from	a	tax	adviser	or	seek	professional	advice	to	avoid	such	pitfalls.	If	you	realise	you’ve	made	a	mistake	after	the	deadline,	contact	HMRC	in	writing	as	soon	as	possible.	You	can	amend
the	tax	return	which	is	already	filed	to	HMRC	in	case	you	realised	you	had	made	a	mistake	in	the	tax	return	filed.	If	you	miss	the	deadline	for	amendments,	don’t	panic.	Common	reasons	include:	The	time	frame	for	amending	your	tax	return	is	critical.	What	If	You	Miss	the	Deadline?	How	to	Correct	Errors	on	Paper	Tax	Returns	Correcting	errors	on
paper	tax	returns	is	a	straightforward	process,	but	it	requires	attention	to	detail.	Keeping	meticulous	records	and	perhaps	seeking	professional	help	when	needed	ensures	you	and	HMRC	remain	on	good	terms.	This	article	was	written	by	FreeAgent’s	Content	team	and	our	Chief	Accountant,	Emily	Coltman	FCA.	Why	You	Might	Need	to	Amend	a	Tax
Return	There	are	several	reasons	why	you	might	need	to	amend	a	tax	return.	The	deadline	is	within	12	months	of	the	self-assessment	deadline.	Alternatively,	your	accountant	might	recommend	that	you	make	adjustments	to	account	for	the	errors	in	the	following	tax	year.	However,	in	cases	of	deliberate	misstatement	or	failure	to	take	advice,	the	tax
office	may	extend	this	period.	Here’s	a	step-by-step	guide:	Identify	the	tax	year	you’re	correcting.	You	have	12	months	from	the	Self	Assessment	…	Choose	the	tax	year	of	the	Self	Assessment	tax	return	that	you	want	to	edit.	Remember,	honesty	is	always	the	best	policy	when	dealing	with	HMRC.	Make	the	necessary	corrections	to	the	tax	return	and
then	file	it	again.	‘Reasonable	care’	is	a	term	used	by	HMRC	to	describe	the	level	of	attention	and	diligence	expected	from	a	taxpayer	when	filling	out	their	self-assessment	tax	return.	Uk	taxpayers	could	use	either	option	for	submitting	tax	returns.On	paperBy	online	(digital	self-assessment	return)The	deadline	for	submitting	paper	tax	returns	is	31
Oct	after	the	end	of	the	relevant	tax	year.If	after	this	you	realised	that	you	have	made	a	mistake,	you	will	have	to	download	the	whole	new	tax	return	and	then	correct	the	necessary	pages	,write	amendment	at	the	top	of	the	corrected	pages	and	send	this	new	tax	return	to	the	same	old	address	in	which	you	had	sent	previous	self-assessment	tax	return
by	including	your	name	and	your	unique	taxpayer	number(This	will	be	on	the	previous	tax	returns	or	letters	from	HMRC).	Just	make	sure	to	send	it	well	before	the	deadline	to	avoid	any	postal	delays.	Types	of	Inaccuracy	in	Tax	Returns	Inaccuracies	can	occur	in	various	forms.	Knowing	when	and	how	to	make	these	corrections	can	save	you	time,
stress,	and	money.	Sign	the	document	(only	you	can	sign	on	your	behalf).	How	to	correct	an	error	if	you	filed	your	tax	return	online	If	you	filed	using	HMRC’s	portal	If	you	filed	your	tax	return	using	HMRC’s	online	portal,	you	can	correct	the	error	by	signing	in	to	the	portal	with	your	Government	Gateway	user	ID	and	password	and	navigating	to	‘Your
tax	account’.	Hire	an	Accountant	or	Tax	Adviser:	They	are	experts	in	HM	Revenue	and	Custom	rules	and	can	help	you	avoid	missing	the	deadline.	However,	it’s	always	best	to	seek	help	with	your	tax	affairs	from	an	accountant	or	tax	adviser	to	avoid	such	situations.	Make	the	Necessary	Amendments	In	your	tax	account,	locate	the	section	that	requires
changes.	HMRC	will	then	recalculate	your	tax	bill	based	on	your	amended	information.	When	Do	You	Need	to	File	an	Tax	Return?	Final	Thoughts	on	Amending	Tax	Returns	and	Avoiding	Penalties	Understanding	HMRC’s	error	and	mistake	guidance	is	crucial	to	avoid	penalties	and	ensure	your	tax	affairs	are	in	order.	Staying	informed	about	current
tax	regulations	can	prevent	costly	missteps	when	filing	your	return.	If	you	face	prolonged	delays,	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	HMRC	for	updates	on	your	status.	Skip	to	content	We	use	cookies	to	make	this	service	work	and	collect	analytics	information.	You	must	include:The	exact	tax	year	you	want	to	correctReason	of	why	you	think	you	have	paid	too
much	or	little	taxCalculation	of	the	amount	you	think	you	have	under/over	paidYour	individual	signature	In	case	of	making	an	overpayment	relief	claim	you	must	also	include:A	clear	statement	that	you're	claiming	overpayment	relief.Details	of	any	previous	appeal	for	the	same	payment.A	signed	declaration	confirming	the	information	is	true	and
complete	to	the	best	of	your	knowledge.	For	the	tax	year	2022/23	the	deadline	for	self-assessment	is	following	31	Jan	i.e.	31	Jan	2024.So	the	deadline	for	amending	the	tax	return	already	filed	for	22/23	tax	year	would	be	31	Jan	2025(12	months	after	31	Jan	2024).	You	can	still	contact	HMRC	to	discuss	your	situation,	but	you	may	need	to	file	a
‘difference	resolution’	to	correct	major	errors.	Tips	for	Avoiding	Future	Amendments	While	errors	can	be	corrected,	it’s	always	preferable	to	avoid	making	them	in	the	first	place.	If	you’re	claiming	overpayment	relief,	provide	all	the	necessary	information	and	proof.	We	strongly	recommend	that	you	consult	with	an	accountant	before	making	any
corrections.	However,	you	may	not	get	a	refund	if	you	have	tax	due	in	the	next	45	days	(for	example	for	a	payment	on	account).	It	implies	that	you’ve	made	a	genuine	effort	to	accurately	report	your	tax	affairs,	avoiding	careless	inaccuracies.	Self-AssessmentHM	Revenue	and	CustomsBX9	1AS	The	deadline	for	submitting	online	tax	returns	is	following
31	Jan	after	the	end	of	relevant	tax	year.	On	the	flip	side,	if	you	owe	additional	tax,	you	will	receive	instructions	on	how	to	pay	the	remaining	balance.	Luckily,	HMRC	has	devised	a	simple	process	to	help	you	correct	errors	on	a	tax	return	that	you’ve	already	filed.	In	the	UK,	you	have	a	specific	period	to	make	changes	to	your	self-assessment	tax	return.
It’s	important	to	address	these	issues	promptly	to	stay	compliant	with	HMRC	(Her	Majesty’s	Revenue	and	Customs)	guidelines	and	to	ensure	you’re	not	overpaying	or	underpaying	taxes.	Another	common	reason	is	the	discovery	of	an	error	after	the	tax	year	has	ended.	To	accept	or	reject	cookies,	turn	on	JavaScript	in	your	browser	settings	or	reload
this	page.	If	you	miss	this	deadline,	you	can	still	contact	HMRC	directly	to	explain	the	error.	How	to	Avoid	Penalties	Always	take	reasonable	care	when	filling	out	your	self-assessment	tax	return.	Lastly,	while	this	blog	provides	a	comprehensive	guide,	it’s	always	best	to	consult	with	a	tax	adviser	or	accountant	for	personalised	advice	tailored	to	your
specific	circumstances.	Within	3	days,	your	statement	within	your	government	gateway	account	will	show	the	difference	amount	from	the	old	tax	bill	enabling	you	to	see	whether	we	owe	more	or	less	tax	and	whether	we	are	owed	any	refund.	If	you	made	a	mistake	on	your	2023/2024	tax	return	after	you	filed	it	to	HMRC,	for	example,	your	deadline	for
correcting	any	mistakes	would	be	31st	January	2026,	one	year	after	the	online	filing	deadline	of	31st	January	2025.	While	the	process	may	seem	daunting,	it’s	a	necessary	part	of	maintaining	your	financial	integrity.	Typically,	you	can	expect	feedback	or	adjustments	to	your	account	within	a	few	weeks.	Log	into	Your	HMRC	Account	To	file	an	amended
tax	return	online,	log	into	your	HMRC	online	account.	Consequences	of	Missing	the	Amendment	Deadline	If	you	miss	the	deadline	to	amend	a	tax	return,	HM	Revenue	and	Customs	(HMRC)	may	impose	penalties.	If	you	filed	using	FreeAgent	If	you’ve	made	a	mistake	while	filing	your	tax	return	using	FreeAgent,	it’s	possible	to	unlock	the	return	in	the
software	and	re-file	it	with	HMRC.	Remember,	you	can	claim	a	refund	up	to	4	years	after	the	end	of	the	tax	year	it	relates	to.	Review	and	Submit	Your	Amendment	Thoroughly	review	your	amended	return	before	submission.	This	could	mean	you’ve	paid	more	tax	than	necessary,	or	conversely,	not	enough.	There	is	a	specific	time	limit	devised	by
HMRC	till	when	you	can	amend	your	tax	return.	From	there,	navigate	to	‘Self	Assessment	account’	and	then	‘More	Self	Assessment	details’	>	‘At	a	glance’	>	‘Tax	return	options’.	After	submission,	HMRC	will	process	the	changes,	and	adjustments	will	be	made	accordingly.	You	can	tackle	an	error	on	a	filed	tax	return	as	soon	as	you	notice	it.	This	is
where	you	can	access	your	tax	records	and	make	any	necessary	changes.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	We	use	cookies	to	make	this	service	work	and	collect	analytics	information.	It’s	important	to	note	that	these	errors,	while	unintentional,	can	still	lead	to	penalties	from	the	tax	office.	Errors	in	the	Amendment	Should	you	notice	an	error	in
your	amendment	after	submitting,	contact	HMRC	immediately.
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